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From  the  Dean 


Dear  Alumni/ae  and  Friends, 


The  School  of  Law  is  in  the  midst  ot  one  of  its  busiest  semesters  on  record— and 
we  couldn't  be  more  pleased.  With  the  College-wide  Campaign  still  underway,  School 
of  Law  construction  projects  moving  indoors,  administrators  settled  in  their  new 
offices,  and  full  classroom  and  alumni  calendars,  there  is  a  sense  of  energy,  excite- 
ment, and  anticipation  in  the  air. 

The  spring  semester  is  always  a  time  of  great  activity  on  campus  and  especially 
at  the  School  of  Law,  as  we  extend  offers  of  acceptance  to  new  applicants  and 
prepare  to  graduate  the  next  class  that  will  join  our  alumni  family.  It  is  a  time 
when  we  celebrate  their  achievements  and  reflect  on  how  this  class  has  contributed 
to  the  process  of  legal  education  at  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law. 

Sadly,  we  began  the  semester  on  a  different  tone  when  news  of  the  passing  of 
former  dean  and  alumnus  Don  Dunn  '83  was  communicated  to  us.  At  the  time,  a 
story  about  Don's  contributions  to  legal  education  both  here  and  at  his  most  recent 
post  as  Dean  of  the  University  of  La  Verne  College  of  Law  was  already  in  progress 
and  we  are  pleased  that  we  can  share  that  story  with  you  here.  Don  was  a  colleague, 
a  mentor,  and  a  dear  friend  to  so  many  of  us.  His  years  at  the  School  of  Law  saw 
three  decades  of  unprecedented  growth  and  development.  As  a  law  librarian,  faculty  member,  and  dean, 
Don  was  an  important  part  of  that  process. 

Having  experienced  the  transition  of  the  School  from  its  temporary  home  on  Tinkham  Road  to  the  Wilbra- 
ham  Road  campus  and  now  to  its  next  evolution,  Don  welcomed  the  renovation  and  construction  project  and 
I  am  happy  that  we  were  able  to  keep  him  informed  on  how  far  it  had  progressed. 

We  are  continuing  with  our  efforts  to  finalize  the 
School  of  Law's  Campaign  objectives.  This  work  is 
significant  on  many  levels.  The  process  has  brought  us 
closer  together  as  a  community,  inspiring  many  alumni 
to  strengthen  or  renew  their  relationship  with  the  School, 
and  I  am  pleased  to  see  many  more  participating  in  our 
receptions  and  events.  It  has  shown  us  just  how  much 
our  graduates  appreciate  the  quality  of  the  education 
they  received  while  here  and  how  deeply  they  value 
the  relationships  that  it  nurtured.  It  has  created  a  new 
awareness  that  maintaining  the  quality  of  programs  and 
advancing  the  reputation  of  the  School  requires  ongoing  support  on  an  annual  basis  from  a  broad  base  of 
supporters.  That  is  why  Transformations:  The  Campaign  for  Western  New  England  College  carries  on  as  a 
part  of  our  annual  giving  program  until  the  end  of  our  fiscal  year  in  June. 

As  I  walk  around  the  just-completed  new  administration  offices  and  watch  with  anticipation  the  ongoing 
renovation,  I  cannot  express  how  grateful  the  students,  faculty,  and  staff  are  to  all  of  you  who  have  contributed 
to  this  important  next  step  in  our  evolution.  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  has  always  taken 
pride  in  offering  an  innovative  and  progressive  legal  education  to  prepare  our  students  to  use  their  law  degrees 
for  the  common  good.  Now,  our  building  will  be  an  external  reflection  of  what  is  transpiring  inside  its  walls. 


In  March  the  College  received  $800,000  from 
The  Kresge  Foundation  in  fulfillment  of  a 
challenge  grant  issued  by  the  Foundation.  This 
is  an  important  milestone  in  Transformations: 
The  Campaign  for  Western  New  England 
College.  We  are  in  the  home  stretch  of  the 
Campaign,  which  will  end  on  June  30." 


Sincerely, 


Arthur  R.  Gaudio 

Dean  and  Professor  of  Law 
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by  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 


A  good  mediator  helps  the  parties  to 
hear  each  other  and  work  through  their 
emotions,  which  is  terribly  important.  The 
mediator  also  helps  them  to  switch  from 
'positions'  to  'interests  and  needs.'" 

Suzanna  Anstine  Norbeck  '82 


Suzanna  Anstine  Norbeck  Endowment 
to  Support  Mediation  in  Law 


AS  AN  ATTORNEY  MEDIATOR,  Suzanna  Anstine 
Norbeck  '82  is  deeply  committed  to  the  process  of 
mediation  and  the  many  benefits  that  approach  to 
dispute  resolution  brings  to  both  clients  and  medi- 
ating attorneys.  She  be'ieves  many  attorneys 
would  employ  mediation  techniques  if  they  had 
greater  knowledge  about  this  more  harmonious 
alternative  to  litigation,  particularly  in  divorce 
cases  where  emotions  can  run  high. 

Says  Attorney  Norbeck,  "It's  so  highly  emo- 
tional. Some  attorneys  and  mediators  are  scared  of 
the  emotions,  but  that's  a  very  big  part  of  it.  We're 
learning  that  the  'EQ,'  the  Emotional  Quotient,  is 
just  as  important  as  the  IQ.  A  good  mediator  will 
help  the  parties  work  through  those  emotions. 

"Mediation  really  is  the  wave  of  the  future, 
and  it  is  a  much  more  peaceful  way  of  resolving 
problems,  whereas  litigation  can  be  very  adversar- 
ial. If  the  mediation  is  done  early  on  with  a  skilled 
mediator,  it  can  have  a  very  healing  affect.  An 
attorney  who  has  had  some  practice  in  the  field 
doing  divorces  knows  what  questions  to  ask  tact- 
fully so  that  they  cover  all  the  bases  and  the 
clients  don't  come  back  in  two  or  three  years." 

Beyond  family  law,  there  is  growing  interest 
in  mediation  across  other  practice  areas.  From  real 
estate  to  insurance  disputes,  mediation  has 
become  a  viable  alternative  to  extended  and 
expensive  litigation,  but  many  attorneys  lack  train- 
ing and  certification.  In  an  effort  to  improve  such 
educational  opportunities  for  current  students  of 


her  alma  mater,  Attorney  Norbeck  has  established 
a  significant  endowment  that  will  be  used  to  fund 
courses  in  mediation,  including  a  Mediation  Certi- 
fication course. 

According  to  Norbeck,  "Mediation  is  a  skill 
attorneys  need  to  have  because  it  saves  a  lot  of 
the  anxiety  and  anguish  that  going  into  court  and 
having  the  'big  battle'  inevitably  brings. 

"Mediation  is  so  successful  because  it  really  is 
a  way  for  the  parties  in  the  dispute  to  come  out 
feeling  pleased,  feeling  that  they  got  their  needs 
met,  and  feeling  that  they  got  the  solutions  that 
they  can  live  with  comfortably.  A  good  mediator 
helps  the  parties  to  hear  each  other  and  work 
through  their  emotions,  which  is  terribly  impor- 
tant. The  mediator  also  helps  them  to  switch  from 
'positions'  to  'interests  and  needs.'" 

Attorney  Norbeck,  who  specialized  in  divorce 
and  family  mediation  at  her  practice  in  Mesa,  AZ, 
is  an  Approved  Consultant  with  the  Academy  of 
Family  Mediators,  their  highest  level  of  certifica- 
tion in  this  specialty.  She  is  also  a  member  and 
past  board  member  of  the  Maricopa  County  Asso- 
ciation of  Family  Mediators  (MCAFM),  a  member 
of  the  Maricopa  Alternate  Dispute  Resolution 
Association  (MADRA),  and  a  member  and  past 
board  member  of  the  Arizona  Dispute  Resolution 
Association  (ADRA).  She  has  been  active  in  the 
Family  Law  Sections  at  the  county  and  state  level, 
and  in  national  bar  associations. 

Her  endowment  marks  a  new  direction  in 
alumni  giving  at  the  School  of  Law  that  enables 


graduates  to  support  not  only  brick  and  mortar 
projects,  but  curriculum  based  initiatives. 

"Through  the  Norbeck  Endowment,  we  will  be 
able  to  launch  a  Mediation  Certification  course 
that  will  be  the  cornerstone  of  the  new  program  to 
be  introduced  in  the  2008-09  academic  year,"  says 
Art  Gaudio,  Dean  of  the  School  of  Law.  "It  will  be 
a  three  credit  hour  course  that  will  teach  students 
the  basic  legal  and  philosophical  issues  about 
mediation  in  the  legal  environment,  including 
mediation  skills,  the  various  stages  of  mediation, 
and  the  ethical  guidelines  for  mediators." 

The  six  courses  in  the  new  Mediation  and  Dis- 
pute Resolution  program  will  include  the  Mediation 
Certification  course  along  with  Negotiation,  Inter- 
viewing, and  Counseling;  ABA  Mediation  Competi- 
tion; and  ABA  Negotiation  Competition. 

With  experiential  learning  a  key  component 
of  legal  instruction  at  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law,  courses  will  be  enhanced  by 
mediation  internships.  Explains  Dean  Gaudio, 
"These  will  be  two  credit  hour  onsite  internships 
with  an  attorney-mediator  supervised  by  a  member 
of  the  law  faculty.  They  will  be  supplemented  with 
classroom  sessions  to  provide  structure  and  oppor- 
tunities for  students  to  reflect  on  their  experiences." 

The  opportunity  to  test  classroom  knowledge  in 
regional  and  national  moot  court  competitions  is 
increasingly  important  to  students  at  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law.  Accordingly,  the 
program  will  include  participation  in  ABA  Mediation 
and  Negotiation  competitions  as  a  part  of  the  Medi- 
ation and  Alternative  Dispute  Resolution  program. 
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ois  Lerner  78  tops  the 


star  in  Washington 


As  the  head  of  the  Exempt  Organizations  Division  of 
the  Internal  Revenue  Service,  in  charge  of  900  employees 
who  regulate  1.8  million  organizations  recognized  as  tax- 
exempt  by  the  government  Lois  Lerner  '78  has  reached, 
as  Professor  Sam  Stonefield  puts  it,  "rock  star  status"  in 
the  world  of  the  federal  government. 
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What  the  regulated  community  is  saying  about  the  Form  990  revision 


"Western  New  England  College  will 
benefit  by  the  revisions  to  Form  990 
because  it  allows  the  public  a  more 
transparent  view  of  the  financial 
activities  of  our  school  and  every  other 
educational  institution  in  the  country " 

Fred  Royal 

Professor  of  Law  and  Director  of  the  LL.M. 
program  in  Elder  Law  and  Estate  Planning 
Western  New  England  College 


"As  the  operator  of  Palm  Beach  County's  only 
public  hospital  and  a  social/not-for-profit  HMO 
that  will  both  file  the  revised  IRS  Form  990,  the 
Health  Care  District  of  Palm  Beach  County 
understands  the  need  for  full  disclosure  in  the 
tax-exempt  health  care  industry. " 

Dwight  D.  Chenette  86 
Chief  Executive  Officer 
Health  Care  District  of  Palm  Beach  County 


"As  a  nonprofit,  it  is  our  obligation  to  be  accountable  to  our 
donors,  clients,  and  all  of  our  constituents.  Form  990  is  a  doc- 
ument that  does  just  that.  The  new  revisions  will  update  the 
way  financial  information  is  reported  and  documented  making 
charitable  organizations  more  accountable  for  their  operations. 
The  more  concise  and  equated  information  is  on  the  990  will 
in  turn  be  a  great  long-term  benefit  for  nonprofits. " 

Michelle  Bourdeau  97/G  03 

Executive  Director 

Girls  Incorporated  of  Meriden 


Since  2006,  Lois  has  been  the  Director 
of  the  Exempt  Organizations  Division 
of  the  IRS,  the  arm  of  the  agency's 
Tax-Exempt  &  Government  Entities 
Division,  which  regulates  nonprofit 
tax-exempt  organizations.  The  regu- 
lated community  is  very  diverse  and 
ranges  from  small  local  organizations 
like  soup  kitchens  and  soccer  clubs; 
to  institutions  such  as  colleges,  univer- 
sities, churches,  and  hospitals;  to 
multibillion-dollar  private  charities  like 
the  Bill  and  Melinda  Gates  Founda- 
tion. To  put  into  perspective  the  wide 
range  and  massive  scope  these  organi- 
zations encompass,  this  sector  of  the 
economy  represents  nearly  $2.6  trillion 
in  assets. 

In  recent  years,  Lois  has  enjoyed 
increased  "celebrity"  status  and  has 
been  in  high  demand  as  an  IRS 
spokesperson.  She  has  headlined 
nonprofit  conferences  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, Coral  Gables,  Denver,  Chicago, 
Ottawa,  and  Western  New  England 
College.  What  is  the  reason  for  her 
increased  popularity?  Lois  is  leading 
one  of  the  largest  IRS  reforms  in 
recent  history  as  the  Exempt  Organi- 
zations Division  is  redesigning  Form 
990,  the  IRS  reporting  form  for  tax- 
exempt  organizations,  and  everyone 
wants  to  know  what  this  will  mean  to 
their  organization. 

While  tax-exempt  organizations 
generally  don't  pay  taxes,  they  must 
file  Form  990,  a  document  that  reports 
key  financial  information,  as  well  as 
information  about  their  activities, 
operations,  and  structures.  Unlike 
other  IRS  forms,  the  information  on 
Form  990  is  available  to  the  public. 
Individuals  and  corporations  often 
review  an  organization's  Form  990 
when  deciding  whether  to  make  a 
donation  or  grant. 

"It  has  been  about  25  years  since 
the  last  major  revision  of  Form  990," 
explained  Lois.  "Over  that  time,  some 


changes  were  made,  but  incorporating 
them  into  the  Form  proved  to  be  very 
expensive.  You'd  be  surprised  how 
much  it  costs  to  revise  a  paper  form. 
So,  instead  of  redoing  the  entire  Form 
every  time  new  legislation  required  a 
revision,  we  were  told  to  'squeeze  it 
into'  the  old  Form.  After  a  while,  the 
Form  became  disjointed.  Some  ques- 
tions no  longer  made  sense  because 
they  were  asked  out  of  context  and 
some  were  repeated  in  multiple  places 
throughout  the  Form. 

"More  importantly,  the  tax-exempt 
community  has  changed  quite  a  bit 
in  25  years.  Organizations  have  gotten 
larger  and  more  complex,  and  many 
tend  to  look  and  act  more  like  for- 
profit  businesses."  The  old  Form  990 
did  not  request  the  information  the 
public  and  the  IRS  need  to  evaluate 
today's  tax-exempt  organizations. 

The  time  had  come  for  a  major 
overhaul  of  Form  990.  In  redesigning 
the  Form,  the  IRS  kept  three  guiding 
principles  in  mind: 

Transparency  —  Provide  informa- 
tion to  help  the  public  determine 
which  organizations  they  might 
want  to  support; 

Compliance  — Provide  information 
to  help  the  IRS  employ  risk  analysis  to 
determine  where  to  focus  its 
resources;  and 

Minimize  Bu rden  —  Provide  clear 
guidance  to  tax-exempt  organizations 
on  what  they  must  provide  on  the 
Form  and  how  to  gather  the  informa- 
tion to  satisfy  their  requirements. 

Creating  one  form  intended  as  a 
reporting  vehicle  for  organizations 
that  range  in  size  and  complexity  — 
from  multimillion  dollar  hospital  com- 
plexes to  small,  local  charitable 
organizations  on  shoestring  budgets- 
was  not  easy  To  start  the  process,  Lois 
and  the  Exempt  Organizations  Divi- 
sion sought  input  from  the  exempt 
organizations  community  on  how  to 


improve  the  Form. 

"One  of  the  nice  things  about  my 
job  is  that  I  really  get  to  partner  with 
the  regulated  community  and  use 
their  expertise  to  create  something 
that  not  only  works  for  the  IRS,  but 
also  makes  sense  for  them,"  said  Lois. 
"The  majority  of  exempt  organizations 
want  to  help  because  they  too  want  a 
compliant  exempt  sector.  They  under- 
stand that  the  charitable  sector  relies 
heavily  on  the  public  for  support,  so 
everyone  wants  to  do  their  part  to 
make  the  public's  view  of  the  exempt 
sector  a  positive  one." 

Lois'  office  released  a  draft  of  the 
new  Form  in  June  2007  for  public  com- 
ment and  review.  "We  then  began  an 
intensive  outreach  effort  to  generate 
public  reaction.  We  accepted  as  many 
speaking  opportunities  as  possible, 
and  that  outreach  really  paid  off.  We 
received  over  3,000  pages  of  written 
comments  on  the  redesigned  draft  of 
the  Form." 

With  the  help  of  those  comments, 
Lois'  team  refined  the  draft  Form  in 
four  short  months.  The  result  is  a  core 
form  that  all  filers  have  to  fill  out,  and 
structured  schedules  that  only  organi- 
zations with  specific  activity  or  high 
dollar  activity  have  to  complete.  The 
Form  also  has  a  summary  page  that 
provides  a  snapshot  of  the  organiza- 
tion to  allow  for  quick,  high-level  com- 
parisons of  key  information  with  other 
organizations. 

One  of  the  segments  within  the 
exempt  sector  likely  to  feel  the  biggest 
effects  from  the  revision  is  colleges 
and  universities.  "Places  like  Western 
New  England  College  will  have  to  be 
more  specific  and  comprehensive  in 
their  reporting,"  said  Lois.  "The  new 
Form  will  require  more  information 
regarding  a  college's  governance 
structure,  executive  compensation, 
and  financial  arrangements  with  insid- 
ers. Major  new  areas  of  focus  also 
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11  The  majority  of  exempt  organizations 
want  to  help  because  they  too  want  a 
compliant  exempt  sector.  They  under- 
stand that  the  charitable  sector  relies 
heavily  on  the  public  for  support,  so 
everyone  wants  to  do  their  part  to  make 
the  public's  view  of  the  exempt  sector  a 
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positive  one. 


~  Lois  Lerner 


include  detailed  reporting  on  endow- 
ments, joint  ventures,  foreign  activi- 
ties, and  tax-exempt  bonds.  The 
higher  education  sector  has  seen  sub- 
stantial growth  in  each  of  these  areas." 

To  address  the  differences  in  sizes 
among  exempt  organizations,  the  IRS 
is  phasing  in  the  use  of  the  new  Form 
over  a  three  year  period.  "In  2009, 
only  the  largest  organizations  will  file 
it,"  said  Lois.  "We  have  adjusted  the 
filing  thresholds  for  small  and  mid- 
sized exempt  organizations  so  they 
have  a  bit  more  time  to  become  famil- 
iar with  the  redesigned  Form.  In  the 
meantime,  they  can  file  the  shorter 
Forms  990EZ  or  990N." 

While  Form  990  is  revised,  the  work 
is  not  yet  complete.  Lois  and  her  team 
are  now  working  on  the  instructions 
and  glossary  to  the  new  Form,  which 
are  just  as  taxing  as  revising  the  Form 
itself.  The  redesigned  Form  and 
instructions  will  be  effective  for  tax 
year  2008,  to  be  filed  beginning  in  Jan- 
uary 2009. 

Preparing  for  the  Moment 

Lois  has  spent  her  entire  post-law 
school  career  working  for  the  federal 
government,  and  her  prior  work  has 
prepared  her  well  for  her  current 
responsibilities.  She  cut  her  teeth  on 
agency  reform  while  head  of  the 


Enforcement  Division  for  the  Federal 
Election  Commission  (FEC).  As  an 
overworked,  understaffed  agency,  the 
FEC  needed  a  better  way  to  manage  its 
burgeoning  caseload.  Lois  oversaw  the 
design  and  implementation  of  the 
Enforcement  Processing  System,  a 
case  grading  system  that  reformed  the 
way  the  Commission  handled  its  case- 
load while  maintaining  fairness  and 
remaining  politically-neutral. 

"What  I  learned  from  that  experi- 
ence was  that  you  need  the  right  peo- 
ple in  the  room,  you  need  to  let  them 
do  what  they  do  best,  and  you  need  to 
avoid  becoming  a  barrier  to  their 
thinking." 

Lois  instructed  her  staff  not  to  self- 
censor,  but  rather  to  come  up  with 
solutions  under  the  premise  that 
resources  were  unlimited.  Her  team 
developed  an  ingenious  rating  system 
for  complaints  brought  to  the  FEC's 
attention.  This  allowed  the  FEC  to  dis- 
miss complaints  that  rated  below  a 
certain  score  without  action  and  to 
conduct  timely  investigations  of 
higher  priority  matters.  Once  the  pro- 
posal was  accepted,  Lois'  team  spent 
about  six  months  determining  how  to 
implement  the  program. 

"I  told  my  staff  that,  'once  we  have 
a  great  plan,  we'll  overcome  the  barri- 
ers,'" said  Lois.  "It  was  nerve  wracking, 
but  we  convinced  the  Commissioners, 


Congress,  and  the  public  that  what  we 
were  doing  was  the  right  thing  and,  at 
the  end  of  the  day,  it  was  going  to  be 
better  for  everyone.  That  program  is 
still  the  cornerstone  of  how  the  FEC 
deals  with  its  caseload." 

How  it  All  Began 

Lois'  meteoric  rise  to  the  top  levels  of 
the  federal  government  began  during 
law  school  when  she  took  an  intern- 
ship after  her  second  year  with  the 
U.S.  Attorney's  Office  in  Boston. 

"It  was  exactly  the  work  experience 
you  imagined  when  you  went  to  law 
school,"  exclaimed  Lois.  "You  work 
with  very  smart  people  on  criminal 
cases  and  there  is  a  lot  of  energy  and 
excitement  in  the  office." 

Following  graduation  she  honed 
her  litigation  skills  in  the  Honors  pro- 
gram in  the  Department  of  Justice  as  a 
Staff  Attorney  and  with  the  U.S.  Attor- 
ney's Office  in  Alexandria,  VA,  before 
serving  in  various  positions  with  the 
FEC  and  IRS. 

"Once  I  started  working  for  the 
government,  I  never  wanted  to  work 
for  anyone  else."  For  Lois,  the  initial 
attraction  to  government  work  was 
the  ability  to  "hit  the  ground  running," 
because  graduates  right  out  of  law 
school  are  able  to  practice  almost 
immediately. 

(continued) 
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(Lois  Lerner  continued  from  page  7) 


"The  government  doesn't  have  the  time  or 
the  resources  to  wait  around,"  said  Lois. 
"We're  always  happy  to  see  new  and  excited 
folks  and  fold  them  into  the  work.  We  want 
to  encourage  them  to  stay  because  they 
bring  energy  and  new  ideas." 

Back  at  the  School  of  Law 

Service  in  government  work  and  for  non- 
profits were  two  of  the  topics  Lois  covered 
when  she  traveled  back  to  campus  to  serve 
as  the  keynote  speaker  for  the  Law  and 
Business  Center  for  Advancing  Entrepre- 
neurship's  Entrepreneurial  Nonprofit  Semi- 
nar on  October  19,  2007. 

"The  people  attending  this  conference 
are  on  the  cutting  edge  of  social  responsi- 
bility in  this  country  and  can  really  make  a 
difference,"  lauded  Lois  in  her  remarks  dur- 
ing the  Seminar.  "I  advise  you  to  take  heed. 
Governance  is  important  and  how  you  run 
your  organization  is  going  to  have  a  signifi- 
cant impact  on  the  public's  perception  of 
the  exempt  sector." 

It  was  only  the  second  time  Lois  had 
been  in  the  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center 
since  she  had  completed  her  studies  at  the 
old  temporary  facility  on  Tinkham  Road,  or, 
as  she  likes  to  call  it,  "The  School  for  Way- 
ward Girls." 

"It  was  a  pleasure  to  see  the  School  and 
understand  the  plans  for  expansion,"  said 
Lois.  "It  was  also  just  wonderful  to  meet 
with  some  of  the  professors  and  people 
from  the  community  who  continue  to 
enhance  and  broaden  the  reach  of  the 
School's  already  good  reputation." 

Lois  was  inspired  by  her  participation  in 
the  Seminar  as  it  gave  her  an  opportunity  to 
interact  with  the  people  who  work  directly 
with  some  of  the  smaller,  newer  organiza- 
tions in  the  sector  she  regulates. 

"They  were  so  dedicated  to  doing  things 
right  for  their  communities,"  said  Lois. 
"Most  of  the  time  when  I  am  speaking  to 
groups,  they  tend  to  represent  only  the 
largest  organizations  or  are  people  who 
have  been  involved  for  a  long  time.  It  was 
really  exciting  to  meet  with  some  of  these 
newcomers  and  hear  their  problems,  con- 
cerns, and  thinking  processes.  We  are  con- 
stantly trying  to  get  input  and  feedback  and 
we  don't  always  get  it  from  that  part  of  the 
community." 

Lois  appreciated  the  personal  interaction 
she  had  with  the  attendees  and  the  nation 
appreciates  her  administration  of  the  major 
projects  that  make  our  government  run 
smoothly. 


Lois  Lerner  78 


Numerous  speakers  shared  their 
thoughts  with  the  School  of  Law  and 
the  greater  Springfield  community 
this  fall  through  the  Clason  and  Law 
and  Business  Speaker  Series. 


♦  wwwlawwnec.edu 


PERSPECTIVES 


by  Brendan  Payne 


mi 


Professor  John  Zeleznikow 


Professor  Andrew  Beckerman-Rodau  81        Attorney  Anthony  Roisman 


International  Orators  Share  Expertise 


The  Clason  Speaker  Series,  now  in  its  19th 
year,  opened  on  September  27,  2007,  when 
Suffolk  University  Law  School  Professor  and 
Codirector  of  Suffolk's  Intellectual  Property  Law 
Concentration  Andrew  Beckerman-Rodau  '81 
returned  to  campus  to  give  a  lecture  entitled 
"The  Attack  on  Intellectual  Property  Law — 
Is  It  Justified?" 

"Innovations  are  largely  protected  by  intel- 
lectual property  schemes,"  said  Professor  Beck- 
erman-Rodau. "If  you  go  back  50  years,  Ford 
didn't  have  to  worry  so  much  about  intellectual 
property  unless  someone  had  the  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars  needed  to  build  a  factory  and 
compete.  There  were  huge  economic  barriers. 
Today,  intellectual  property  is  more  of  what  we 
produce.  We  also  have  distribution  systems, 
mainly  the  Internet.  So  things  can  be  distributed 
rapidly. " 

Attorney  Anthony  Roisman,  Managing  Part- 
ner at  the  National  Legal  Scholars  Law  Firm,  fol- 
lowed on  October  17,  2007,  with  his  discourse 
on  "Reintegrating  Public  Interest  Lawyering  into 
the  Legal  Profession  and  Legal  Education." 
Attorney  Roisman,  who's  appearance  coincided 
with  the  annual  Public  Interest  Law  Week,  is  an 
accomplished  public  interest  advocate  who 
worked  as  colead  counsel  on  Anderson  v.  W.R. 
Grace,  the  case  that  served  as  inspiration  for  the 
bestselling  book  and  movie  A  Civil  Action. 

"One  of  the  saddest  things  among  public 
interest  law  organizations  is  that  unlike  the  large 
law  firms,  the  senior  partners  of  the  public  inter- 
est law  organizations  for  the  most  part  don't 
exist,"  acknowledged  Attorney  Roisman.  "When 
they  reach  a  certain  point  in  their  public  interest 


law  practice  then  the  economic  pressures — chil- 
dren ready  to  go  to  college;  an  expanding  sense 
of  well  being — those  pressures  tend  to  push  the 
top  people  out  of  public  interest  law  organiza- 
tions and  into  the  private  sector." 

Victoria  University  School  of  Information  Sys- 
tems Professor  John  Zeleznikow  concluded  the 
autumn  slate  of  speakers  for  the  Clason  Series. 
He  traveled  to  Western  New  England  College 
from  Australia  to  speak  about  his  invention, 
"Family  Winner,"  software  designed  to  evenly 
distribute  possessions  following  divorce  in  a  pre- 
sentation named  "Using  Information  Technology 
to  Support  Resolution  of  Disputes." 

The  Law  and  Business  Center  for 
Advancing  Entrepreneurship  hosted  a  num- 
ber of  events  in  the  fall  including  the  Entrepre- 
neurial Nonprofit  Seminar  with  keynote  speaker 
Lois  Lerner  '78.  The  daylong  presentation, 
designed  to  "build,  grow,  expand,  and  manage 
your  nonprofit  entity,"  featured  the  expertise  of 
fellow  alumni  Ellen  Freyman  '88,  of  Shatz, 
Schwartz  and  Fentin,  PC;  Marty  Martin  '77,  of 
Martin  Law  Firm;  and  Aimee  Griffin  Munnings 
'03,  Director  of  the  Law  and  Business  Center; 
plus  a  presentation  from  Dr.  Jeffrey  Robinson  of 
New  York  University  Stern  School  of  Business. 

The  Law  and  Business  Center  Speaker  Series 
featured  two  dynamic  personalities  with  its  fall 
presenters. 

Professor  Robert  Suggs  from  the  University  of 
Maryland  School  of  Law  opened  the  2007-08 
Series  with  his  lecture  on  "Race  and  Entrepre- 
neurship." 

"I  think  it  would  make  a  lot  more  sense  to 
subsidize  residents  to  move  where  their  ambi- 


tions take  them,  where  there  are  employment 
opportunities,  perhaps  better  educational 
opportunities,"  explained  Professor  Suggs. 
"That  would  ignore  the  racial  topography  of 
America.  Suburbs  may  not  welcome  new  resi- 
dents and  what  urban  elected  official  would  like 
to  see  their  power  base  dispersed  to  God 
knows  where." 

Dr.  Fran  Harris,  former  WNBA  player,  entre- 
preneur, and  inspirational  speaker,  brought  an 
upbeat  and  inspiring  presentation  when  she 
graced  the  School  of  Law  lobby  on  November 
13,  2007,  with  her  discussion  of  "Student  Entre- 
preneurship." She  outlined  the  "ABCs  of  Entre- 
preneurship" which  included  "G  for  goal 
setting,  I  for  innovation,  and  M  for  moxie." 


SAVE  THE  DATE! 

See  two  local  businesses  evaluated  by 
industry  professionals  at  the  Second 
Annual  Law  and  Business  Center 
Extreme  Business  Makeover 


Thursday,  June,  5,  2008 
BankNorth  Community  Room 
1441  Main  Street 
Springfiield,  MA 


Two  Sessions: 

10:00  a.m.  and  12:00  noon 
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~|       1  uccessful  campaigns  are  all  about  momentum,  and  as  we  close  in  on  the  final 
'1^5      months  of  Transformations:  The  Campaign  for  Western  New  England  College, 
■i^  alumni  and  friends  are  continuing  to  jump  on  board  and  show  their  support  for 

 I  their  alma  mater. 

In  March  the  College  received  $800,000  from  The  Kresge  Foundation  in  fulfillment  of  a 
challenge  grant  issued  by  the  Foundation.  This  is  an  important  milestone  in  the  Campaign. 
The  funds  are  targeted  for  the  expansion  and  renovation  of  the  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Cen- 
ter. The  Campaign  will  keep  rolling  on  until  June  30,  2008,  when  it  concludes  at  the  close 
of  our  fiscal  year. 

According  to  Dean  Art  Gaudio,  "During  the  coming  months,  £  £ 

we  will  continue  conversations  with  many  alumni  and  friends  We  nave  accon 

who  are  considering  making  Campaign  gifts.  We  want  to  provid 
people  with  ample  time  to  finalize  their  giving  decisions." 


We  have  accomplished  some  of 
our  goals,  but  the  Campaign  has  not 
ended.  Our  momentum  is  surging, 
and  donors  can  still  be  a  part  of  this 
remarkable  transformation." 


Dr.  Anthony  S.  Caprio 


PERSPECTIVES 


Transformations 

The  Campaign  lor  Western  New  England  College 


Strong  Participation 

The  Campaign  has  been  successful  in  attracting  a  high  level  of  inter- 
est and  participation.  Over  1,700  School  of  Law  alumni  have  con- 
tributed to  the  Campaign.  Among  these  alumni  173  were  new  donors, 
and  1,400  are  donors  that  have  increased  their  level  of  giving.  Said 
Dean  Art  Gaudio,  "I  am  so  appreciative  of  the  generosity  of  the  alumni 
and  friends  of  the  School.  Law  alumni  in  particular  have  really 
stepped  up  and  played  an  important  part  in  this  Campaign.  Whether 
they  graduated  five  or  twenty-five  years  ago,  they  have  shown  how 
much  they  appreciate  the  opportunities  that  their  legal  educations 
have  afforded  them,  and  they  understand  the  importance  of  support- 
ing their  School." 

Major  Gifts 

The  Campaign  has  produced  a  number  of  special  major  gifts.  The 
School  is  especially  grateful  for  the  major  gifts  that  came  in  toward 
the  end  of  2007,  including  a  significant  one  from  S.  Prestley  Blake 
H'80.  Trustee  Peter  Steingraber  '84  pledged  a  second  campaign  gift 
of  $50,000  in  response  to  a  $500,000  Trustee  Challenge  made  by 
Campaign  Cochair  Kevin  S.  Delbridge  77,  who  had  previously  given 
$1  million  to  the  Campaign. 

Attorney  Mediator  Suzanna  Norbeck  '82  has  made  a  significant 
gift  to  fund  the  teaching  of  Mediation  (see  story  on  page  3).  A  naming 
gift  was  received  from  philanthropist  Constance  Furcolo,  the  wife  of 
the  late  Massachusetts  Governor  and  Congressman  Foster  Furcolo.  In 
mid-year,  First  American  Title  Insurance  Co.,  through  Jim  Czapiga  '87 
and  Michael  Kaprove,  presented  the  School  of  Law  with  a  $100,000 
"commitment  check"  as  payment  towards  a  Real  Estate  Room. 
The  School  also  received  a  significant  planned  gift  from  Gerard  L. 
Pellegrini  '57  to  name  the  Moot  Court  Room. 

Financial  Aid,  Technology,  and  Other  Enhancements 

The  Campaign  has  already  enabled  the  College  to  increase  financial 
aid  and  fund  other  capital  projects  campus-wide  that  will  enhance  the 
quality  and  reputation  of  the  institution.  The  School  of  Law  renovation 
and  construction  project  has  been  among  the  most  visible  signs  of 
Campaign  progress,  but  it  represents  only  a  portion  of  funding  needs. 
Campaign  funds  will  continue  to  be  used  to  support  scholarship 
assistance,  improve  classroom  technology,  and  support  faculty  pro- 
fessional development.  Campaign  gifts  have  also  been  used  to  estab- 
lish and  operate  the  Law  and  Business  Center  for  Advancing 
Entrepreneurship,  which  will  be  moving  from  Springfield  Technical 
Community  College  to  new  offices  in  the  renovated  Law  Center. 
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A  Grand  Idea  in  the  Making 

Donations  may  still  be  made  toward  recognition  on  the  Donor  Wall. 
Designs  for  the  wall  are  currently  under  development  for  the  School 
landmark,  which  will  be  a  prominent  feature  of  the  new  lobby.  Gifts  can 
be  made  in  your  own  name  or  to  honor  or  memorialize  someone  else. 

Building  Momentum— Room  by  Room 

With  the  monumental  task  of  renovating  and  reorganizing  the  law 
library  comes  the  opportunity  to  create  several  unique  spaces  dedi- 
cated to  specific  practice  areas.  Alumni  practicing  in  these  areas  are 
encouraged  to  support  construction  efforts  of  the  new  Intellectual 
Property,  Real  Estate,  Tax  and  Estate  Planning,  and  Alternative 
Dispute  Resolution  rooms.  The  Law  Clinic  house  will  also  be  receiving 
some  updates  in  support  of  clinic  operations. 

"The  new  rooms,  together  with  the  new  public  space  and  reno- 
vated library,  along  with  the  new  scholarships,  will  enhance  the 
School  of  Law  and  make  us  better  and  more  competitive.  All  of  us — 
faculty,  staff,  students  and  alums — are  excited  to  be  taking  part  in 
this  next  step  forward,"  says  Associate  Dean  Sam  Stonefield. 

Technology  is  transforming  today's  courtroom  and  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law  wants  to  provide  our  students  with 
opportunities  to  gain  expertise  with  the  latest  equipment.  Members  of 
our  many  moot  court  teams  are  particularly  appreciative  of  the  plans 
to  upgrade  the  Moot  Court  Room.  Past  members  of  our  moot  court 
teams  are  invited  to  consider  making  gifts  to  support  the  completion 
of  this  project. 

Scholarship  Aid  Honors  Esteemed  Educators 

Donations  are  also  being  sought  to  expand  scholarships  in  honor  of 
former  Professors  Catherine  Jones  and  Norm  Prance  and  Dean 
Emeritus  Howard  Kalodner.  Friends  and  colleagues  may  also  choose 
to  make  memorial  gifts  to  the  Donald  J.  Dunn  Endowed  Scholarship, 
which  is  awarded  to  second-year  students. 

"A  legal  education  is  a  transformative  experience  for  students," 
says  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio,  "and  this  School  of  Law,  through 
this  Campaign,  is  experiencing  a  transformation  of  its  own.  With  this 
fundraising  effort  we  are  uniquely  positioned  for  a  bright  future.  We 
have  accomplished  some  of  our  goals,  but  the  Campaign  has  not 
ended.  Our  momentum  is  surging,  and  donors  can  still  be  a  part  of 
this  remarkable  transformation." 

To  find  out  how  to  contribute  to  any  of  these  projects,  contact  JoAnne 
O'Neil,  Law  School  Development  Manager,  at  413-782-1523  or  email 
jroneil@la  w.  wnec.  edu. 
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Bidding  Farewell  to  Our 

"  Best  in  the  West  " 

DON  DUNN  '83  [1945-2008] 


By  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 

On  January  5,  2008,  our  law  family  lost  one  of  its  most  beloved  members  when  Don 
Dunn,  alumnus,  former  dean,  and  nationally  respected  law  librarian  succumbed  to 
lung  cancer  at  62.  As  the  School  and  our  many  alumni  who  knew  Don  extended 
their  sympathies  to  Don's  wife,  Cheryl  '95,  and  their  son,  Kevin,  through  a  memorial 
gathering  held  on  April  14th,  we  can  take  pride  as  a  community  in  his  achievements  both  at  our 
own  institution  and  at  his  West  Coast  home  at  the  University  of  La  Verne  College  of  Law  where 
he  most  recently  served  as  Dean. 
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hile  Don's  focus  in  recent 
years  was  on  helping  La 
Verne  earn  ABA  accredita- 
tion, Western  New  England 
College  was  never  far  from 
his  heart  and  thoughts. 
"In  every  conversation  I  had  with  Don  after 
his  departure  from  the  College  to  the  University 
of  La  Verne  College  of  Law  to  assume  the  dean- 
ship,  he  expressed  his  love  for  Western  New 
England  College,  our  School  of  Law,  and  for  all 
his  colleagues  and  friends,"  says  Western  New 
England  College  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio. 

A  History-making  Law  Librarian 
From  the  makeshift  law  library  he  took  over 
in  1973  in  the  former  gym  of  our  temporary 
home  at  the  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  nunnery  to 
the  thriving  law  center  he  left  at  the  turn  of  the 
millennium,  Don  was  both  a  contributor  to  and 
a  recorder  of  our  history.  Twenty-seven-year-old 
Don  made  history  himself  at  the  time  of  his 
hiring  by  being  the  youngest  director  of  an  acad- 
emic library  in  the  nation.  He  was  also  believed 
to  be  only  the  second  law  librarian  in  the  coun- 
try to  be  promoted  to  the  position  of  dean. 
During  his  deanship,  he  helped  to  establish  our 
first  combined  degree  programs,  the  J.D./M.R.P. 
offered  in  collaboration  with  the  University  of 
Massachusetts,  and  our  own  accelerated  3+3 
Bachelor/JD  program. 

In  the  three  decades  of  his  association  with 
our  law  school,  Don  progressed  from  a  librarian 
and  faculty  member  to  the  deanship,  a  post  he 
was  asked  to  take  on  "temporarily,"  but  that 
extended  for  five  years  before  he  returned  to  his 
first  passion  of  library  science  as  Associate  Dean 
for  Library  and  Information  Resources  in  2003. 
Along  the  way,  he  made  connections  with  faculty, 
students,  and  legal  colleagues  that  forged  lasting 
bonds  of  friendship. 

Among  them  was  Dean  Art  Gaudio  who  first 
met  Don  when  both  were  members  of  Scribes: 
The  American  Association  of  Writers  on  Legal 
Subjects.  While  working  on  opposite  coasts,  Don 
and  Art  continued  their  friendship  through  meet- 
ings at  professional  conferences  and  through  per- 
sonal correspondence. 

Said  Art,  "His  vision  and  leadership  have  made 
the  law  library  and  legal  information  resources  the 
exceptional  services  that  they  are  today." 

A  dean  by  appointment,  but  ever  a  librarian 
at  heart,  Don  was  always  closely  associated  with 
the  legal  library  community.  For  nearly  four 
decades,  he  was  a  member  of  the  American  Asso- 
ciation of  Law  Libraries,  serving  on  more  than 
25  committees  and  subcommittees.  He  was 
active  in  the  Law  Libraries  Committee  of  the  Sec- 
tion of  Legal  Education  and  Admissions  to  the 
Bar  throughout  the  eighties  and  nineties  and 
served  three  times  as  the  Committee  Chair. 

Respected  for  his  passion  and  commitment, 
Don  developed  many  close  friendships  through 
his  association  in  professional  organizations  such 
as  the  Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
Historical  Society,  American  Library  Association, 
Association  of  American  Law  Schools,  the  Law 
Librarians  of  New  England,  the  LEXIS'  Graylyn 


Advisory  Council,  and  the  Advisory  Library 
Committee  to  the  Inter-American  Court  and 
Institute  of  Human  Rights. 

I  [e  Wrote  the  Book  on  Legal  Research 
A  20-year  member  of  Scribes,  Don  was  coauthor 
of  the  book  that  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the 
premiere  reference  book  on  legal  research,  Fun- 
damentals on  Legal  Research  (8th  ed.,  2002).  He 
also  published  a  semiannual  supplement  to  the 
book  and  coedited  the  quarterly  Index  to 
Periodical  Articles  Related  to  Law.  His  work  has 
appeared  in  more  than  60  professional  journals 
and  publications. 

Around  the  World  with  the  ABA 
Don  arrived  at  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  at  a  point  when  it  was  actively 
pursuing  accreditation  and  planning  to  construct 
the  current  law  center.  Don  was  hired  to  develop 
the  library  collection  to  satisfy  ABA  requirements 
and  then  became  actively  involved  with  that 
organization  as  a  site  evaluator  in  1977,  serving 
on  more  then  40  evaluation  teams.  With  a  fasci- 
nation for  foreign  legal  systems,  he  welcomed 
the  challenge  of  serving  as  the  sole  ABA  site 
evaluator  for  summer  study  abroad  programs  in 
Moscow,  Cape  Town,  and  Beijing.  From  his  trip 
to  the  China  University  of  Political  Science  and 
Law  in  Beijing  featured  in  the  Winter  2001 
edition  of  Perspectives,  he  observed,  "China  is 
a  country  with  no  legal  precedent. .  .there  are 
no  law  librarians." 

In  America,  there  are  no  law  librarians  quite 
like  our  Don  Dunn,  whose  site  evaluation  expe- 
riences were  instrumental  in  guiding  La  Verne 
through  the  process  of  seeking  ABA  accredita- 
tion. On  February  13,  2006,  Don  saw  the 
University  of  La  Verne  College  of  Law  attain 
provisional  ABA  approval. 

A  Texas  Transplant  at  Home  in  New  England 
Despite  his  30  years  in  New  England  Don  Dunn 
never  lost  the  Texas  twang  that  often  surprised 
people  when  meeting  the  dean  of  a  Massachu- 
setts law  school.  Gracious,  warm,  and  passion- 
ate, he  embodied  many  of  the  qualities  that  have 
come  to  exemplify  the  special  culture  of  our 
School  of  Law.  Indeed  in  1977,  he  received  the 
first-ever  dedication  of  Lytae,  our  student  year- 
book, and  the  following  year  was  the  subject  of 
the  first  dedication  of  The  Western  New  England 
Law  Review  (Vol.  1,  No.  1,  April  1978).  This 
year,  Vol.  30  of  The  Western  New  England  Law 
Review  will  be  dedicated  to  his  memory.  Don  will 
be  missed  by  his  former  students,  friends,  and 
colleagues  who  were  fortunate  to  share  time  at 
the  School  with  him. 

In  2001,  a  scholarship  was  established  to 
honor  Don's  legacy.  Today,  the  Donald  J.  Dunn 
Scholarship  provides  financial  support  to  deserv- 
ing scholars.  Friends  and  colleagues  wishing  to 
make  memorial  contributions  to  the  Donald  J. 
Dunn  Scholarship  should  direct  them  to  JoAnne 
ONeil,  Western  New  England  College  Advance- 
ment Division,  1215  Wilbraham  Road,  Spring- 
field, MA,  01119.  JoAnne  can  be  reached  at 
413-782-1523  orjroneil@law.wnec.edu. 


Remembering  Don 

"When  Don  asked  me  to  serve  as  Associ- 
ate Dean,  we  met  to  talk  about  what  that 
would  mean.  I  still  remember  that  conver- 
sation, because  it  was  pure  Don.  He  told 
me  that  he  was  not  a  person  who  had 
good  ideas  of  his  own  but  that  that  did  not 
matter  because  his  job  as  Dean  was  to 
take  the  good  ideas  of  his  colleagues  and 
make  them  work.  That,  of  course,  was 
wrong  by  half.  To  be  sure,  Don  was 
exceedingly  good  at  helping  others  to 
implement  their  ideas,  never  seeking  any 
credit  for  the  successes  that  were  their 
fruit.  But  Don  missed  the  mark  in  describ- 
ing his  own  contributions.  Starting  in  an 
old  school  gym,  complete  with  hoops  and 
backboards,  Don  built  a  first-class  law 
library  that  remains  as  the  cornerstone  not 
only  of  our  law  school  but  of  the  legal 
community  in  western  Massachusetts. 
While  running  that  library  and  then  the  law 
school,  Don  coauthored  what  is  nationally 
recognized  as  a  leading  text  on  legal 
research.  And  while  doing  all  of  this,  and  a 
thousand  other  things,  Don  opened  his 
door,  his  heart,  and  occasionally  his  wallet 
to  help  students  and  colleagues  alike  dur- 
ing times  when  they  really  needed  it.  But 
he  would  never — not  when  we  talked  that 
day,  not  ever — bring  any  of  this  up.  That 
was  his  story,  and  he  stuck  to  it." 

Professor  Art  Leavens 
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Alumni  Assemble 


ssemoie  _ 
at  Annual  Gatherings 


REUNION  2007  AND  THE  DINNER  FOR  ALUMNI  AND  STUDENTS  OF  COLOR 
DREW  HUNDREDS  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SCHOOL  OF  LAW  COMMUNITY 

As  the  days  grew  shorter  and  a  fall  chill  settled  over  New  England,  the 
School  of  Law  community  gathered  for  two  important  annual  events. 
Autumn  in  western  Massachusetts  provided  a  beautiful  backdrop  for 
Reunion  2007  and  the  Dinner  for  Alumni  and  Students  of  Color. 


REUNION  2007 

(Top  row)  Dean  Art  Gaudio  and  his  wile,  Joanne, 
with  Robert  Kubicek  '57,  and  his  wife,  Rosemary, 
and  members  of  the  Class  of  1992;  Professor 
John  Egnal  with  members  of  the  Class  of  1987; 
Associate  Dean  Sam  Stonefield  with  members  of 
the  Class  of  1997;  (Bottom  row)  Professor  Art 
Wolf  with  members  of  the  Class  of  2002;  and 
more  members  of  the  Class  of  2002. 


Save  the  Dat 


Reunion  2008 
Saturday,  October  18,  2008 
The  new  Federal  Courthouse, 
State  Street,  Springfield 

Calling  alumni  from  class  years 
ending  in  "3"  or  "8" 

It's  time  to  make  your  plans  to  attend  Reunion 
2008!  Contact  your  classmates  to  let  them 
know  this  is  one  reunion  not  to  be  missed. 
Contact  Carol  Thompson,  Law  Alumni  Rela- 
tions Coordinator,  at  413-782-1311  or  email 
at  cthompson@law.wnec.edu  to  register  or  to 
volunteer  to  plan  the  event. 

To  see  who  else  is  coming,  visit 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 

PERSPECTIVES 


Alumni  Gatherings  By  Brendan  Payne 


Reunion  2007 

The  third  weekend  of  October  gathered 
alumni  from  years  ending  in  "2"  and  "7" 
for  Reunion  2007.  The  two-day  affair  fea- 
tured events  at  the  School  of  Law,  includ- 
ing tours  of  the  Law  Center  expansion  and 
panels  on  current  legal  issues.  The  Nai- 
smith  Memorial  Basketball  Hall  of  Fame  in 
Springfield  served  as  host  for  the  gala 
dinner  that  brought  together  92  members 
of  the  School  of  Law  community. 

The  Reunion  was  especially  notable  for 
Robert  Kubicek  '57  as  he  celebrated  the 
50th  anniversary  of  his  graduation  from 
Western  New  England  College  with  his 
wife,  Rosemary,  by  his  side. 

Dinner  for  Alumni  and  Students  of  Color 

The  eighth  annual  Dinner  for  Alumni  and 
Students  of  Color  was  held  on  October 
30,  2007,  at  the  Log  Cabin  Banquet  and 
Meeting  Room  in  nearby  Holyoke,  MA. 
Over  70  members  of  the  School  of  Law 
community  attended  the  event. 

Russell  Thompson  '90,  Deputy 
General  Counsel  &  Chief  Compliance 
Officer  at  Mariner  Investment  Group, 
gave  an  inspirational  keynote  address 
while  Korlyn  Howard  2L,  President, 
Multi-Cultural  Law  Students  Association, 
served  as  the  student  speaker. 


This  night  we  celebrate  the 
accomplishments  of  the  diverse 
members  of  our  law  community. 
It  is  important  to  connect  with 
each  other,  challenge  ourselves, 
and  let  our  own  light  shine  so 
that  others  can  follow  and  be 
encouraged." 

Korlyn  Howard  21, 
President,  Multi-Cultural 
Law  Students  Association 


[Clockwise  from  top  left]  Dean  Art  Gaudio  chats  with  keynote  speaker  Russell  Thompson  '90;  Student  speaker 
Korlyn  Howard  2L  addresses  the  assembly;  Professor  and  Associate  Dean  for  External  Affairs  Sam  Stonefield 
catches  up  with  Tahirah  Amatul-Wadud  05;  Lorien  Pye  2L,  Francisco  Cardona  2L,  and  Rishi  Desai  2L  share 
a  lighter  moment;  Portia  Allen  05  and  Maurice  Price  '01  talk  at  the  Dinner  for  Alumni  and  Students  of  Color; 
Assistant  Dean  Nancy  Sykes  '89  with  Shawn  Sims  '94;  Anil  Chaudhry  2L  and  his  wife  enjoy  their  meals;  and 
Professor  Art  Leavens  speaks  with  Loida  John-Nicholson  '90  and  Sandra  Huggins  '91. 
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In  Their 
Defense 

Alumni  Fight 
for  Detainees'  Rights 
in  the  Name  of  Justice 


By  Brendan  Payne 


Alumni  Profile 


ne  of  the  most  controversial  byproducts  of  the  War  on  Terror  are  the  detention 
camps  for  enemy  combatants  located  at  the  Guantanamo  Bay  Naval  Base  on  the 
southeastern  tip  of  Cuba.  This  facility,  housing  captured  foreign  nationals  since 
the  beginning  of  hostilities  overseas  has  been  a  focus  for  due  process  advocates 
around  the  world. 

Accusations  of  abuse,  mistreatment,  and  denial  of  basic  legal  rights  have 
echoed  from  this  small  Caribbean  island  to  all  corners  of  the  globe.  Two  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law  graduates  have  played  significant  and  public 
roles  in  legal  proceedings  against  the  detainees.  U.S.  Marine  Corp  Major  Michael  "Dan"  Mori  '94 
•served  as  defense  counsel  in  the  highly  publicized  case  of  detainee  David  Hicks,  an  Australian 
national  who  was  detained  in  Afghanistan  in  2001  and  ultimately  charged  in  March  2007  with 
"providing  material  support  to  terrorists."  Attorney  Stewart  "Buz"  Eisenberg  '80,  a  western 
Massachusetts  public  interest  lawyer,  has  represented  several  of  the  detainees  as  clients. 

The  contributions  of  these  alumni  changed  the  lives  of  their  clients  and  the  course  of 
jurisprudence  in  the  Military  Commissions. 


Dan  Mori  '94  -  Commitment  to  Duty 

Major  Michael  "Dan"  Mori  (at  left)  has  dedicated  his  career 
to  the  service  of  his  country.  A  Marine  before  he  entered 
kthe  doors  of  the  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center  for  the  first 
Time  in  1991,  Dan  (short  for  his  middle  name,  Dante)  had 
the  opportunity  to  attend  law  school  through  the  Marine 
Corp  Platoon  Leaders  Class  Law  Program  after  graduating 
from  Norwich  University  and  completing  a  four-year 
enlisted  tour  of  service  in  the  Marine  Corp  prior  to  college. 

Once  he  graduated  from  the  School  of  Law,  passed  the 
Massachusetts  Bar,  and  completed  his  necessary  military 
training,  the  Beverly,  MA  native  served  at  a  bevy  of 
Marine  Corps  postings  that  included  stops  in  South  Car- 
olina, Japan,  and  Hawaii  before  a  fateful  email  arrived  in 
his  commanding  officers  inbox  in  2003. 

"While  I  was  the  head  prosecutor  for  the  Marines  in 
Hawaii,  the  opportunity  came  up  to  put  my  name  in  the 
hat  to  be  a  defense  counsel  for  a  [Guantanamo]  detainee. 
Luckily  or  unluckily  I  got  picked,"  reflected  Dan  on  being 
assigned  to  the  Office  of  Military  Commissions  to  repre- 
sent David  Hicks. 

That  email  was  Dans  introduction  to  the  Military  Com- 
missions created  to  handle  the  prosecution  of  enemy 
combatants  from  around  the  world.  The  Commissions, 
which  were  not  governed  by  the  Uniform  Code  of  Military 
Justice,  introduced  new  types  of  crimes  and  new  rules  of 
procedure.  The  original  Commissions  system  allowed  the 
Appointing  Authority  who  charged  detainees  to  rule  on 
defense  motions,  permitted  trial  proceedings  that  the 
detainee  was  forbidden  to  attend,  and  admitted  hearsay 
evidence.  This  configuration  came  under  international 
scrutiny  for  perceived  injustice  afforded  to  defendants  and 
was  disbanded  in  the  summer  of  2006  after  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  found  the  Commissions  system  illegal. 


"If  you  go  back  to  our  prior  wars,  like  Vietnam,  there 
was  no  setting  up  of  a  new  structure  to  try  prisoners,"  said 
Dan.  "Vietnam  is  a  great  example  because  civilians 
suspected  as  hostiles  against  U.S.  Forces  were  turned  over 
to  the  South  Vietnamese  government  who  prosecuted  them 
under  its  domestic  law.  Here,  we  tried  to  set  up  a  new 
court  system  and  not  turn  them  over  to  the  Afghan  govern- 
ment where  this  supposed  criminal  conduct  occurred." 

Dan  was  extremely  critical  of  the  Commissions  during 
his  work  on  the  Hicks'  case,  much  of  which  was  done 
under  the  original  system. 

"Military  Commissions  are  a  made-up  system, 
created  after  the  fact,  in  which  people  are  handpicked  to 
get  a  desired  outcome,"  asserted  Dan  during  a  speech  at 
Ballarat  University  in  Victoria,  Australia,  in  March  2007. 

The  international  maelstrom  surrounding  this  case 
was  most  intense  in  Hicks'  home  country  of  Australia 
where  Dan  achieved  a  sort  of  celebrity  status  for  his 
involvement.  The  case  drew  increased  attention  in  Aus- 
tralia as  Mori  became  one  of  the  vocal  critics  of  his  client's 
treatment  while  in  confinement  and  he  alleged  the  pro- 
ceedings violated  the  Geneva  Conventions.  Dan  made 
numerous  trips  "Down  Under"  and  worked  tirelessly  with 
the  Australian  government,  which  was  resistant  to  Hicks 
return  to  the  continent  for  trial  there.  Dan's  frequent  visits 
to  Australia  led  to  impromptu  speaking  engagements 
while  visiting  the  country  during  the  investigation. 

"I  was  lucky  enough  to  have  either  legal  organizations 
or  law  schools  ask  me  to  give  presentations  on  the  case, 
especially  when  people  learned  how  an  Australian  was 
being  treated;  they  wanted  to  know  what  the  facts  were," 
explained  Dan. 

The  Hicks'  case  was  resolved  in  May  2007  when  he  pled 
guilty  in  a  plea  bargain  deal  to  the  charge  of  "providing 
matenal  support  to  terrorists"  under  the  Military  Commis- 
sions Act  of  2006.  Under  the  terms  of  the  plea,  Hicks  was 
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allowed  to  complete  his  sentence  at  Yatala 
Labour  Prison  in  Adelaide,  Australia,  follow- 
ing his  five  years  of  confinement  in  Guan- 
tanamo.  He  was  released  in  December  2007. 
To  date,  Hicks  is  the  only  person  convicted 
under  the  Act. 

As  for  Major  Mori,  he  is  currently  sta- 
tioned at  the  Al  Asad  Air  Base  in  the  Anbar 
province  of  western  Iraq.  In  his  deployment 
with  the  Third  Marine  Aircraft  Wing  (For- 
ward), which  began  in  January  2008,  Dan 
provides  legal  advice  to  Commanders  on 
everything  from  base  operations  to  military 
justice  to  the  law  of  war.  He  is  slated  to  be 
in  Iraq  for  one  year. 

Buz  Eisenberg  80  -  A  Voice 
for  the  Muted 

A  self-proclaimed  lifelong  "activist,"  Attor- 
ney Stewart  "Buz"  Eisenberg  '80  set  a  lofty 
goal  for  his  career  upon  the  completion  of 
his  studies  at  the  School  of  Law. 

"I  had  a  target  of  30  percent  of  my  work 
being  pro  bono,"  explained  Buz  in  his 
address  as  keynote  speaker  during  Public 
Interest  Law  Week  2007  in  October.  "When 
1  first  got  out  of  law  school  1  was  making 
$175  a  week  at  my  first  job  and  I  was 
pleased  to  be  getting  it.  After  a  couple  of 
years,  I  achieved  a  comfort  level  and  clients 
were  coming  in  the  door.  1  realized  that  this 
was  something  I  needed  to  do." 

In  the  past  28  years.  Buz  has  built  a  dis- 
tinguished career  out  of  his  office  at  Wein- 
berg &  Garber,  PC.,  in  Northampton,  MA, 
and  has  compiled  an  impressive  record  of 
public  interest  work.  He  has  labored  tire- 
lessly to  fight  against  the  death  penalty  in 
the  South  and  served  in  leadership  positions 
for  the  International  Justice  Network,  West- 
ern Mass  Legal  Services,  and  the  Franklin 
County  Bar  Association. 

But  in  2004,  he  took  on  what  would 
become  the  most  onerous  pro  bono  assign- 
ment of  his  career.  After  attending  a 
fundraiser  for  the  Center  for  Constitutional 
Rights  organized  by  Professor  Harris  Free- 
man '93  where  the  situation  at  the  detention 
camps  in  Guantanamo  Bay  was  discussed, 
Buz  volunteered  his  efforts  to  represent  one 
of  the  prisoners. 

Following  an  exhaustive  screening 
process,  Buz  along  with  Attorney  Bill 
Newman  of  Northampton,  were  granted 
the  needed  clearance  by  the  military  to 
begin  their  representation  of  their  client,  a 
19-year-old  Saudi  national. 


"Western  New  England  College  trains 
attorneys  to  respect  the  rule  of  law  and  to 
understand  the  oath  to  defend  the  Constitu- 
tion," acknowledged  Buz.  "I  saw  the  Consti- 
tution being  trampled  on  at  these  camps.  I 
felt  that  I  couldn't  be  true  to  my  profession 
or  my  country  without  trying  to  do  some- 
thing about  it." 

Buz  made  numerous  trips  from  his  home 
in  rural  Ashfield,  MA,  to  the  tropical  Cuban 
inlet  to  visit  his  client.  These  trips  were 
logistical  nightmares  as  the  only  point  of 
entry  for  civilians  to  the  naval  base  was  via  a 
three  and  a  half  hour  flight  on  a  puddle 
jumper  from  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL.  Once 
there,  lawyers  are  chaperoned  by  naval  per- 
sonnel at  all  times  while  meeting  with  their 
clients  in  cramped  68  square-foot  rooms. 
Buz  would  meet  with  his  client  (who  was 
chained  to  the  concrete  floor)  for  three  to 
four  hours  at  a  time.  A  court  order  allowed 
him  to  bring  food  like  baccala,  dates,  and 
figs,  to  give  his  client  a  brief  respite  from 
the  monotony  of  23  hour-a-day  confine- 
ment. At  the  conclusion  of  each  meeting, 
Buz's  notes  were  immediately  confiscated  by 
the  military  and  sent  to  Washington,  DC,  to 
be  declassified  before  being  returned. 

After  nearly  two  years  of  work,  Buz's 
client  was  quietly  released  and  repatriated 
back  to  Saudi  Arabia. 

"He  was  wrongfully  detained  for  over  four 
years,"  Buz  revealed.  "Of  the  129  Saudis  orig- 
inally detained,  only  13  remain  at  Guan- 
tanamo. All  116  of  the  men  who  are  back  in 
Saudi  Arabia  are  free,  working,  and  living 
with  their  families. 


"The)'  were  the  wrong  guys  and  they  did 
between  four  and  six  years  of  the  hardest  kind 
of  time  you  can  imagine.  Of  the  774  Guan- 
tanamo detainees,  275  remain  in  the  camps 
and  only  three  have  been  formally  charged." 

Buz  says  the  best  way  to  end  the  secrecy 
of  these  prisons  is  to  spread  the  word. 

"We've  always  felt  that  the  best  way  to 
close  Guantanamo  is  to  open  Guantanamo," 
urged  Buz.  "Every  advance  made  has  been 
the  product  of  some  entity,  some  individual, 
some  advocate,  making  known  what  the 
conditions  really  are." 

Buz  is  now  representing  two  other 
detainees  at  Guantanamo  and  has  expanded 
his  work  in  this  area  assisting  the  Interna- 
tional Justice  Network  with  detainees  at 
the  Bagram  Theater  Internment  Facility 
in  Afghanistan. 


Buz  Eisenberg  with  the  brother  of  a  detainee  in 
Manama,  Bahrain,  in  2005 


"We've  always  felt  that  the  best  way  to  close 

Guantanamo  is  to  open  Guantanamo."  Attorney  Buz  Eisenberg  '80 
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PERSPECTIVES 


By  Professor  Arthur  D.  Wolf  Director,  Legislative  Institute 


INSTITUTE  FOR  LEGISLATIVE  AND 
GOVERNMENTAL  AFFAIRS 


FALL  2007  SUMMARY  OF  PROGRAMS 


The  Institute  for  Legislative  and  Governmental  Affairs  had  another  wonderful  semester  last  fall.  We  hosted 
our  12th  Annual  Supreme  Court  Review  Conference  (see  Law  Digest,  Fall  2007),  the  semiannual  sitting  of 
the  Massachusetts  Appeals  Court,  and  our  now-becoming  annual  Constitution  Day.  We  also  conducted  a 
simulation  class  in  state  and  federal  legislative  process.  Finally,  together  with  the  School  of  Business' 
Center  for  International  Sport  Business,  we  cohosted  Attorney  Dick  Pound  of  Canada,  the  then  Director  of 
the  World  Anti-Doping  Agency. 


On  Constitution  Day  (officially  September  17  to  mark  the  closing  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  in  1787),  we  were  privileged  to  have  Justice 
John  M.  Greaney  of  the  Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court  as  our 
keynote  speaker.  He  focused  his  remarks  on  the  Massachusetts  Constitu- 
tion of  1780,  in  which  John  Adams  played  a  major  role,  as  the  antecedent 
for  the  Federal  Constitution  of  1787. 

Justice  Greaney  noted  the  many  comparisons  between  the  two  docu- 
ments, including  the  doctrines  of  separation  of  powers,  judicial  indepen- 
dence, and  checks  and  balances,  among  other  fundamental  ideas  that  the 
two  documents  share.  He  also  referred  to  specific  language  in  the  1780 
Massachusetts  Constitution  that  found  its  way  into  the  U.S.  Constitution 
drafted  seven  years  later. 

Justice  Greaney  observed  that  the  Massachusetts  Constitution  con- 
tained a  "Declaration  of  Rights"  from  the  beginning,  while  the  Framers  in 
Philadelphia  rejected  a  comparable  Bill  of  Rights  for  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion. Needless  to  say,  Congress  had  to  correct  that  oversight  in  the  first 
Congress  when  the  state  ratification  conventions  insisted  upon  it. 


NEW  ENGLAND  COLLEGE 
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5LD.  MASSACHUSETTS 


The  Center  for  Interna- 
tional Sport  Business, 

under  the  direction  of  Curt 
Hamakawa  '84,  cohosted 
Attorney  Dick  Pound,  the 
Canadian  who  headed  the 
World  Anti-Doping  Agency. 
Engaging  and  frank,  he 
spoke  about  the  efforts  of 
his  agency  to  rid  interna- 
tional sport  competition  of 
a  variety  of  illegal  sub- 
stances that  enhance  athletic  performance.  One  of  the  enforcement  diffi- 
culties for  his  agency,  Attorney  Pound  noted,  was  keeping  up  with  the 
many  substances  that  athletes  use  through  improved  detection. 


The  Institute  also  offered  a  three-credit  course  in  Legislation, 
which  we  conducted  in  simulation  mode.  The  students  undertook 
major  research  and  writing  assignments  involving  federal  and  state 
legislation,  including  the  drafting  of  bills  for  Congress  and  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Court.  The  students  also  participated  in  simulated 
state  legislative  hearings,  serving  as  committee  members  and  wit- 
nesses for  the  bills  they  drafted. 

The  students  divided  into  four  groups,  selecting  four  topics  of  cur- 
rent interest.  First,  state  law  provides  that  a  defendant  accused  of 
operating  a  motor  vehicle  under  the  influence,  whose  license  has  been 
suspended,  may  get  his  or  her  license  reinstated  after  acquittal  even 
though  such  defendant  refused  to  take  a  breathalyzer  test. 

Professor  Tina  Cafaro  '95  has  criticized  this  statute  because  it  fails 
"to  recognize  that  the  suspension  is  not  punishment  for  the  alleged 
OUI,  but  instead  is  an  administrative  consequence  for  failing  to  take 
the  breath  test."  The  students  addressed  the  question  whether  the 
statute  should  be  changed  to  recognize  this  distinction. 

Second,  on  several  occasions  in  the  recent  past,  the  Massachu- 
setts legislature  has  debated  and  defeated  proposals  to  authorize 
casino  gaming.  In  light  of  Governor  Patrick's  proposal  for  three  casi- 
nos, the  Legislature  is  now  reconsidering  the  matter.  The  students 
focused  on  the  question  whether  the  General  Court  should  reverse  its 
position  and  authorize  some  form  of  gambling. 

Third,  Massachusetts  law  authorizes  state  courts  to  issue  restrain- 
ing orders  to  prevent  domestic  abuse  between  spouses  or  domestic 
partners.  Critics  of  the  law  have  noted  the  absence  of  procedural  safe- 
guards, the  breadth  of  injunctive  relief,  and  the  ease  with  which 
restraining  orders  can  be  obtained.  The  students  addressed  the  ques- 
tion whether  this  statute  should  be  amended. 

Finally,  stem  cell  research  has  surfaced  as  a  critical  issue  of  public 
policy,  because  some  scientists  believe  it  offers  great  promise  for  alle- 
viating human  disease  and  injury.  Although  the  federal  policy  is  more 
restrictive,  Massachusetts  has  a  permissive  policy  for  stem  cell 
research.  The  students  discussed  the  question  whether  State  policy 
needs  to  be  modified,  taking  account  of  the  ethical  considerations  sur- 
rounding the  matter. 

(Photo  top  left)  Justice  John  M.  Greaney,  Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
(Pictured  at  left)  Professor  ot  Law  Arthur  D.  Wolf;  Dean  of  the  School  of  Business 
Julie  Siciliano;  former  Chair  of  the  World  Anti-Doping  Agency  Dick  Pound; 
Professor  and  Chair  of  the  Department  of  Sport  Management  Sharianne  Walker; 
and  Associate  Professor  of  Sport  Management  and  Director  of  the  Center  for 
International  Sport  Business  Curt  Hamakawa  84. 
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CampusllPDATE 


By  David  Stawasz 


From  September  2007  -  March  2008 


Athenaeum  Series  Offers 
Something  for  Everybody 

Each  year,  D'Amour  Library's  Athenaeum  Series  hosts  lectures  featuring 
experts  in  their  field.  The  fall  semester  offered  a  particularly  diverse  series  of 
events.  Associate  Dean  and  Professor  of  Law  Eric  Gouvin  spoke  on  "Law  and 
the  Great  Beyond,"  exploring  what  happens  when  the  law  encounters  ghosts 
and  other  phenomena  from  beyond  the  grave.  In  another  talk,  Associate 
Professor  of  Sport  Management  Curt  Hamakawa  '84  drew  on  his  experience 
with  the  U.S.  Olympic  Committee  to  speak  about  "Beijing  2008:  China's  First 
Olympic  Games."  The  Athenaeum  Series  also  featured  former  U.S.  Ambas- 
sador Mark  Hambley  talking  about  "The  U.S.  and  the  Middle  East  Quagmire," 
as  well  as  talks  on  climate  change  and  building  the  local  economy. 
All  Athenaeum  Series  events  are  free  and  open  to  the  public.  For  more 
information  visit:  www.wnec.edu/calendar. 


CLASS  OF 


Author  Takes  Aim 
at  Iran's  Nuclear 
Program 

Noted  Israeli  author  and  historian  Michael 
Bar-Zohar  visited  the  campus  in  Novem- 
ber, speaking  on  the  nuclear  threat  posed 
by  Iran  and  its  impact  on  world  peace. 
A  former  member  of  Parliament  and  Air 
Force  Intelligence  Officer,  Bar-Zohar 
authored  biographies  of  former  Israeli 
Prime  Minister  David  Ben-Gurion  and 
President  Shimon  Peres.  His  visit  was  part 
of  the  Arthur  and  Rebecca  Marshall 
Human  Relations  and  Human  Issues  Lec- 
tures that  are  free  and  open  to  the  public. 


Mary  Jane  Sobinski-Smith,  Head  ol  Information  Liter- 
acy at  D'Amour  Library,  chats  with  faculty  author  and 
Professional  Educator  Denise  Gosselin  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Criminal  Justice  and  Sociology. 


Faculty  Authors 
Honored 

Western  New  England  College  faculty  mem- 
bers are  more  than  dedicated  teachers — many 
are  accomplished  authors  as  well.  D'Amour 
Library  saluted  their  scholarship  during  the 
fifth  annual  Faculty  Authors'  Tea.  The  works  of 
Western  New  England  College  faculty  were 
proudly  displayed  in  D'Amour  Library.  They  are 
available  online  through  the  library's  website, 
www.libraries.wnec.edu. 


Lessons  from  a  Freedom  Writer 

Summer  Reading  Assignment  Comes  Alive  for  Students 

Before  they  arrived  on  campus  for  the  year,  incoming  freshmen  got  to  know  Maria  Reyes  through  their 
summer  reading  assignment,  The  Freedom  Writers  Diary.  After  arriving  on  campus,  new  students  got 
to  meet  Reyes  in  person,  as  she  spoke  to  first-year  students  about  her  experiences.  Reyes  was  one  of 
English  teacher  Erin  Gruwell's  students  immortalized  in  the  book  and  later  in  the  film  Freedom  Writers 
starring  Academy-award  winner  Hillary  Swank.  After  leaving  behind  a  life  of  gangs  and  violence,  Reyes 
now  travels  the  country  speaking  about  the  power  of  education.  College  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio 
awarded  Reyes  the  President's  Medallion  for  being  a  "tireless  advocate  for  education,  believer  in  the 
power  of  self-expression,  and  champion  for  disadvantaged  youth." 
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Campus  Update 


School  of  Business 

Explores  Leadership, 
International  Business 

The  College's  School  of  Business  launched  two  new  efforts  this  fall  to 
better  prepare  students  for  the  demands  of  the  global  workforce.  In 
November,  the  School  teamed  up  with  leading  area  companies  to 
host  the  first  Leadership  Forum.  The  forum  featured  Nancy  McCready 
Higgins,  Vice  President  and  Chief  Ethics  &  Compliance  Officer  at 
Bechtel  Group,  along  with  representatives  of  the  business  and  acade- 
mic communities  discussing  ethics  in  leadership. 

Engineering  alumni,  Dennis  Lind  '80,  of  Walt  Disney  Parks  & 
Resorts  was  the  inaugural  speaker  for  the  College's  new  International 
Business  Breakfast  Series.  The  series  features  business  leaders 
discussing  the  challenges  and  opportunities  of  global  business, 
educating  students  and  members  of  the  business  community  about  a 
range  of  international  issues.  The  series  is  sponsored  by  the  Interna- 
tional Programs  Committee  at  the  School  of  Business. 


Attorney  Jock  Smith  on  Sports, 
Law,  and  Justice  in  America 

Attorney  Jock  Smith  spoke  at  the  School  of  Law  on  September  7,  2007. 
A  litigator,  sports  agent,  and  author,  Attorney  Smith  spoke  about  the 
cultural  significance  of  sport,  including  the  pervasive  influence  of  sport 
on  law  and  on  society,  particularly  in  the  context  of  race  relations. 

He  told  the  audience,  "Sport  is  life  in  microcosm,  a  little  tiny  postu- 
late of  a  window  of  vision  of  which  we  can  see  of  what  is  yet  to  come." 

Addressing  law  students  directly,  he  said,  "Some  of  you  one  day  may 
be  a  judge,  you  may  be  on  a  bench,  you  may  be  a  law  professor  where 
you  have  a  chance  to  influence  students.  Always  handle  yourself  with 
dignity  and  grace.  Always  be  light-handed.  Make  the  burden  of  the  stu- 
dent or  the  court  or  the  lawyer  light  but  them  responsible  to  the  princi- 
ples in  which  you  edify  and  teach." 

Smith's  appearance  was  sponsored  by  the  School  of  Law  and  the 
School  of  Business. 


At  Left:  Chair  of  the  Department  of  Management  Jeanie  Forray  with  Dennis  Lind  '80  Vice 
President  of  Design  and  Engineering  and  IFP  Strategies,  Walt  Disney  Parks  &  Resorts 


Concert  Seeks  to  Promote  Peace,  Harmony 


Western  New  England  College  joined  performers  around  the  world  in  promoting 
international  friendship  with  the  sixth  annual  Daniel  Pearl  World  Music  Days  con- 
cert. More  than  300  people  filled  Rivers  Memorial  Hall  to  listen  to  the  Campus  Cho- 
rus and  other  Springfield-area  musical  groups.  A  newspaper  reporter  and 
accomplished  violin  player,  Pearl,  who  began  his  journalism  career  in  western 
Massachusetts,  was  murdered  by  terrorists  in  2002  while  working  on  a  story  in  Pak- 
istan. The  day's  theme — Harmony  for  Humanity — is  part  of  the  Pearl  family's  effort 
to  carry  on  Daniel's  legacy  of  using  music  and  words  to  bridge  cultural  differences. 
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For  a  FATHER'S  LEGACY  a  LIFETIME  of  ACHIEVEMENT 


enced  by  the  hard  work  and  determination  of  his  father,  a  house-to-house  peddler  who  sold 


and  fixed  umbrellas.  "Back  then  there  were  trolley  cars  and  people  needed  umbrellas  to  stand  and  wait 
for  them,"  Paul  recalls.  "With  large  families,  you  could  see  up  to  30  umbrellas  in  the  stand  by  the  door." 

As  a  teenager,  Paul  went  door-to-door  with  his  father  and  showed  an  early  knack  for  business.  "The 
first  week  I  made  $48  which  was  a  significant  amount  back  then,"  In  1934  Paul  and  one  of  his  brothers, 
Herman,  rented  a  small  store  at  the  "X"  in  Springfield  where  they  hoped  their  father  could  do  his 
umbrella  business  without  having  to  travel.  But  what  should  have  been  a  triumphant  day  turned  tragic. 
The  day  they  put  up  the  sign,  Meyer  Bloom  died  at  the  age  of  47. 


By  Patricia  Gagnon 

www.law.wn6C.sdu 
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Alumni  Profile 


|  he  sons  decided  to  continue  their 
jftjj  plans  for  the  store  calling  it  the 
Rj  Bloom  Umbrella  Co.  At  the  time, 
Paul  was  in  his  second  year  of  law 
■  school.  It  was  a  five-year  night 
course  at  the  Springfield  Division  of  North- 
eastern University  School  of  Law.  Located  at 
the  YMCA  on  Chestnut  Street,  it  was  the  divi- 
sional campus  that  would  later  become  West- 
ern New  England  College  School  of  Law.  "I 
always  felt  like  1  belonged  to  both  of  them," 
says  Paul.  "They  had  a  district  attorney  who 
taught  criminal  law  and  a  professor  who 
taught  tort  law.  Every  professor  was  a  special- 
ist. 1  liked  all  of  them.  I  was  a  pretty  good 
student  and  they  appreciated  that  I  did  a  lot 
of  studying  and  actively  participated  in  class- 
room discussions,"  he  says. 

Along  with  law  school  and  his  family's 
business,  Paul  found  time  to  play  the  banjo  in 
an  orchestra.  One  of  his  fellow  band  mates 
was  Sidney  Cooley  '41,  former  presiding 
judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Westfield,  MA. 
"Sid  is  my  second  cousin  by  marriage  and 
he  was  the  pianist  and  band  leader. 

"We'd  play  different  kinds  of  affairs 
such  as  weddings,  showers,  dances,  etc." 
Paul  remembers. 

In  1938,  Paul  passed  the  bar,  and  in  1939 
he  opened  an  office  at  the  comer  of  State  and 
Main  Streets  and  subsequently  moved  to 
1957  Main  St.,  practicing  law  for  15  years,  "1 
did  a  lot  of  probate  work,  tort  work,  negotiat- 
ing with  insurance  companies,  and  divorce 
cases.  I  estimate  I  probably  brought  a  dozen 
couples  back  together,"  he  says  proudly. 
"They  would  come  in  and  I  would  ask  'what 
are  you  fighting  about?'  And  eventually  we 
would  talk  it  out  and  they  would  be  back 
together  again.  1  would  lose  money,  but  I  just 
couldn't  see  some  of  these  marriages  breaking 
up."  Paul  himself  was  married  for  69  years  to 
his  beloved  wife,  Charlotte,  who  passed  away 
in  2007.  They  had  two  children,  a  son,  Elliot, 
also  an  attorney,  and  a  daughter,  Ronni 
Susan,  who  passed  away  in  1984. 

In  1939,  Paul  moved  his  office  to  1659 
Main  Street  where  Bloom's  had  just  moved 
and  was  being  run  by  his  two  brothers,  Her- 
man and  Jack.  It  had  now  enlarged  and  was 
selling,  luggage,  leather  goods,  gifts,  and  on 
the  advice  of  his  brother-in-law — cameras.  In 
the  1940s,  Paul  became  sick,  and  on  his  doc- 
tor's advice  was  told  to  "choose  between  law 
and  business — you  can't  do  both."  So  in  1953 


(Photo  top)  Paul  and  Charlotte  Bloom 
(Photo  middle)  Springfield-Northeastern  Class  of  1938 
(Photo  bottom  L-R)  Leon  J.  Carman  '41,  Edward  L. 
Donnellan  '41,  Sidney  M.  Colley  41.  President  Anthony 
S.  Caprio,  Robert  A.  Edwards  '41,  Paul  Bloom  '38,  and 
Bernard  Glazier  '41  celebrate  Commencement  2001. 


"I  saw  I  couldn't  do  it  all,  and  I  gave  up  the 
law  practice.  I  thought  if  I  built  the  business 
it  would  support  my  family  if  something  were 
to  happen  to  me,"  he  explains. 

Now  selling  photographic  equipment 
exclusively,  Bloom's  mail  order  business  took 
off  and  a  284-page  catalog  was  being  mailed 
worldwide.  By  that  time,  the  photo  copying 
business  was  starling  up  and  Kodak  office 
copiers  were  added.  In  the  1940s  Paul  orga- 
nized and  was  an  officer  of  the  Council  of 
Photo  Suppliers. 

"After  16  years  on  Main  Street,  we  needed 
more  room  so  we  purchased  a  four-story 
building  on  Worthington  Street  and  in  the 
1980s,  the  brothers  retired  and  Elliot  and  I 
built  a  warehouse  and  office  building  in 
Enfield,  Connecticut,  and  focused  on  two 
divisions — copy  machines  and  graphic  arts  for 
the  printing  trade.  During  that  time  I  created 
Key  Productions  Inc.  We  opened  an  office  in 
Hartford  in  1975  and  produced  14  trade 
shows  across  the  country  from  Minneapolis  to 
Florida  for  25  years,"  he  says.  Paul  served  as 
President  of  the  Graphic  Arts  Association  of 
America,  and  organized  and  headed  the  New 
England  Chapter  of  Exposition  Managers 
(today  known  as  NAEM,  the  New  England 
Chapter  of  the  National  Association  of  Expo- 
sition Managers).  He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Jew- 
ish Endowment  Foundation  for  20  years  until 
his  retirement.  He  was  vice  chairman  of  the 
Longmeadow  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  for 
two  decades. 

Paul  retired  in  2000.  Now  92  years-old,  he 
lives  in  Longmeadow  and  has  two  grandsons 
from  his  son  Elliot  and  his  wife,  Anne,  named 
Matthew  and  Jeffrey.  He  enjoys  playing  bridge 
and  continues  to  keep  a  curious  and  thought- 
ful eye  on  current  events.  "My  father  was  an 
entrepreneur  and  I've  always  felt  that  was  in 
me  too,"  he  says  with  a  smile.  "I  always  want 
to  progress  and  improve.  If  you're  inquisitive 
and  move  ahead  you  have  to  be  an  entrepre- 
neur. Even  today  I'm  always  thinking,  why 
doesn't  somebody  think  of  a  way  to  do  this 
or  that?" 


"My  law  school  education  was  the  best  thing  I  did,"  Paul  says  reflecting  on  his 
successful  business  career."  It  helped  me  in  so  many  ways.  In  my  business  it 
helped  me  read  and  understand  legal  contracts.  I  think  everyone  could  benefit 
from  having  a  law  degree  and  I'm  so  proud  to  say  I  came  from  what  is  now 
Western  New  England  College." 
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FACULTY  and  STAFF 

NOTES 

BUZUVIS  COHEN  CHILDS  COLBURN  CUFFEE  GAUDIO  GOUVIN  LEAVENS 


Law  Initiative,  coauthored  with  Phillip  Blumbcrt 
and  Kurt  Strasser  of  the  University  of  Connecticut 
School  of  Law,  and  Nicholas  Georgakopoulos  of 
the  University  of  Indiana  (Indianapolis)  School  of 
Law,  the  book,  Law  oj  Corporate  Groups:  Jurisdic- 
tion, Practice  and  Procedure  (Wolters  Kluwer  Law 
&r  Business,  2007).  Professor  Gouvin  was  elected  a 
Fellow  of  the  American  Bar  Foundation,  an  hon- 
orary organization  of  attorneys,  judges,  and  law 
professors  whose  professional,  public,  and  private 
careers  have  demonstrated  outstanding  dedication 
to  the  welfare  of  their  communities  and  to  the 
highest  principles  of  the  legal  profession. 

Arthur  Leavens,  Professor  of  Law,  received  the 
Catherine  J.  Jones  Excellence  in  Teaching  Award  at 
Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law. 
Professor  Leavens  has  also  had  his  article,  "Beyond 
Blame-Mens  Rea  and  Regulator)'  Crime"  published 
in  the  46  University  oj  Louisville  Law  Review  1  this 
past  fall.  He  also  led  and  participated  in  a  trial 
advocacy  workshop  in  Boston  concerning  evi- 
dence, specifically  offering  and  opposing  business 
record  at  trial.  This  workshop  was  facilitated  by 
the  Attorney  General  Institute  of  the  Office  of  the 
Attorney  General  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts. This  past  January,  Professor  Leavens  was 
part  of  the  teaching  faculty  for  Harvard  Law 
School's  Winter  Trial  Advocacy  program,  focusing 
on  expert  testimony  and  closing  arguments. 

Aimee  Griffin  Munnings  '03,  Director  of  the  Law 
and  Business  Center  for  Advancing  Entrepreneur- 
ship,  was  named  Western  Mass  Business  Woman 
Magazine^  Business  Woman  of  Distinction  and 
one  of  the  Up  and  Coming  Attorneys  of  the  Year 
by  Mass  Lawyers  Weekly.  She  was  also  appointed 
to  the  Literacy  Cabinet  of  the  Regional  Employ- 
ment Board.  In  July,  Munnings  was  appointed  to 
the  National  Bar  Association,  Women's  Law  Divi- 
sion, Board  of  Directors,  and  Vice  Chair  of  the 
National  Bar  Association,  Small  Business  Division 
Ms.  Munnings  presented  "A  Women's  Partnership: 
Increasing  Capacity  through  Collaboration"  to  the 
Affiliated  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  Greater 
Springfield.  She  also  presented  "Legal  Issues  in 
Entrepreneurship"  to  the  Quabog  Valley  Commu- 
nity Development  Corporation,  and  "Disability 
Law  Issues,  Lupus  Seminar  for  African  American 
Women"  to  Get  In  Gears,  Inc. 


Erin  Buzuvis,  Assistant  Professor  of  Law,  spoke 
on  "From  University  of  Iowa's  Pink  Locker  Room 
to  the  Fresno  State  Verdict:  Title  IX  as  Cultural 
Resistance"  as  part  of  the  Women,  Education, 
and  the  Law  lecture  series  sponsored  by  the 
Women's  Studies  Program  at  California  State  Uni- 
versity, Fresno. 

Amy  Cohen,  Professor  of  Law,  presented  "Every- 
day Copyright  Laws"  at  the  Fifth  Annual  Com- 
munications Conference  held  at  Western  New 
England  College,  along  with  Attorney  James 
Duda  from  the  law  firm  of  Bulkley,  Richardson 
&r  Gelinas. 

W  illiam  G.  Childs,  Associate  Professor  of  Law, 
spoke  at  the  Defense  Research  Institute's  (DRI) 
annual  meeting  where  he  addressed  the  results  of 
the  Dauben  decision  and  other  standards  for  sci- 
entific evidence,  as  well  as  related  discovery 
issues,  in  a  session  presented  by  DRI's  Toxic  Torts 
and  Environmental  Law  Committee.  The  DRI  is 
the  biggest  organization  focused  on  civil  defense 
attorneys.  Professor  Childs  was  also  quoted  in  the 
New  York  Times  in  Adam  Liptak's  Sidebar  column. 

Jamison  Colburn.  Professor  of  Law,  published 
two  articles:  "Bioregional  Conservation  May 
Mean  Taking  Habitat"  37  Environmental  Law  249 
(2007)  and  "Habitat  and  Humanity:  Public  Lands 
Law  in  the  Age  of  Ecology"  39  Arizona  State  Law 
Journal  145  (2007).  Professor  Colburn  also  pub- 
lished two  essays:  "No  Time  Like  the  Present: 
The  Eighteenth  Century  Judicial  Power  Meets  the 
Twenty-First  Century  Problem  in  Massachusetts 
v.  EPA"  38  Trends  4  (2007),  and  "Gray  Wolf  and 
Grizzly  Recovery:  Taking  the  Measure  of  an 
Eroding  Statute,"  Matured  Resources  and  Environ- 
ment (Summer  2007). 

Professor  Colburn  has  been  selected  for  the 
2007  Wallace  Stegner  Young  Scholar  Aw  ard  by  the 
University  of  Utah  S.  J.  Quinney  College  of  Law's 
Wallace  Stegner  Center.  During  his  residency  at 
the  Stegner  Center  last  October.  Colburn  deliv- 
ered his  lectures  on  the  future  of  land  use  plan- 
ning in  the  fire  prone  "wildland  urban  interface." 
He  also  delivered  the  Annual  Endowed  Lecture  at 
the  University  of  Utah.  Previously  Professor  Col- 
burn was  an  Enforcement  Lawyer  for  the  United 
States  Environmental  Protection  Agency.  He  is 


currently  writing  a  book,  Localism's  Ecology: 
Nature  and  the  Suburban  Nation,  analyzing  biodi- 
versity conservation  in  the  United  States  and 
proposing  its  reform  from  the  ground  up.  Col- 
burn sits  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Con- 
necticut River  Watershed  Council  and  is  a  regular 
consultant  to  that  group.  Colburn  also  testified  at 
a  public  hearing:  Holyoke  NPDES  Permit  Pro- 
ceeding on  Sewage  Discharges  to  the  Connecticut 
River.  He  has  filed  written  comments  in  the  pro- 
ceeding, and  will  be  representing  the  Connecticut 
River  Watershed  Council  in  any  administrative 
appeal  of  the  permits  in  question. 

Professor  Colburn  delivered  "Peace  With 
Creation:  Catholic  Perspectives  on  Environmen- 
tal Law"  as  a  member  of  a  panel:  "The  Principle 
of  Subsidiarity  in  Environmental  Law"  at  the 
Symposium  at  the  University  of  St.  Thomas 
(St.  Paul,  MN.) 

Jocelyn  Cuffee,  Assistant  Professor  of  Legal 
Research  and  Writing,  has  contributed  four  arti- 
cles to  the  book  Gale  Library  oj  Daily  Lije:  Slav- 
ery in  America.  The  articles  were  entitled  "Slavery 
in  the  Border  States,"  "Slave  Codes,"  "Free 
Blacks,"  and  "Monetary  Value  of  Slaves."  Profes- 
sor Cuffee  also  wrote  sidebars  to  accompany  the 
entries:  "Washington  DCs  Emancipation  Act  of 
1862,"  "Slave  Codes:  The  First  Gun  Control 
Laws,"  "Paul  Cuffee:  Free  African  American  Busi- 
nessman and  Leader,"  and  "A  Former  Slave's 
Account  of  a  Slave  Auction  in  Virginia."  She  also 
wrote  the  overview  for  the  book's  chapter  on 
"Regulating  Slaver)'." 

Arthur  Gaudio,  Dean  and  Professor  of  Law,  has 
been  appointed  by  the  Commissioners  on  Uni- 
form State  Laws  to  be  the  Reporter  on  a  revision 
of  the  Uniform  Law  on  Notarial  Acts.  This  revi- 
sion will  consider  electronic  notarizations  and 
the  issues  related  to  it.  It  will  also  consider  fraud 
and  security  issues  for  notaries.  Dean  Gaudio  was 
also  appointed  by  the  Association  of  American 
Law  Schools  to  the  Committee  on  Libraries  and 
Technology.  This  committee  considers  issues 
regarding  law  libraries  and  particularly  the  tech- 
nology advances  of  recent  years. 

Eric  Gouvin.  Associate  Dean  for  Academic  Affairs. 
Professor  of  Law.  and  Director  of  the  Transactional 
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MUNNINGS  SETTY  SHAY  SMITH 


Sudha  Setty,  Assistant  Professor  of  Law,  testified  before  the  Govern- 
ment Administration  and  Elections  Committee  of  the  Connecticut 
General  Assembly  in  March  in  support  of  HB  6002,  an  Act  establish- 
ing an  Asian  Pacific  American  Affairs  Commission  in  Connecticut. 
Professor  Setty  also  moderated  a  panel  discussion  entitled  "Set-Asides 
and  Affirmative  Action:  Have  They  Helped  Promote  Minority 
Business  Development?"  during  the  Law  and  Business  Center  for 
Advancing  Entrepreneurship's  Second  Annual  Interdisciplinary 
Conference,  "Current  Issues  in  Community  Economic  Develop- 
ment," held  on  the  Western  New  England  College  campus. 

Giovanna  Shay,  Assistant  Professor  of  Law,  along  with  Yale  Law 
alumna  Johanna  Kalb,  has  published  "Detainees  and  Habeas:  D.C. 
Court  Reform's  Role,"  in  the  National  Law  Journal,  July  2,  2007. 
Professor  Shay's  article  entitled  "More  Stories  of  Jurisdiction-Strip- 
ping and  Executive  Power:  Interpreting  the  Prison  Litigation  Reform 
Act  (PLRA),"  29  Cardozo  Law  Review  291  (2007)  was  also  published. 
This  article  was  cited  in  written  testimony  submitted  by  the  ACLU 
National  Prison  Project  and  others  as  part  of  a  congressional  briefing 
on  proposed  amendments  to  the  PLRA  on  November  8,  2007.  She 
has  also  submitted  written  testimony  to  the  House  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee in  support  of  these  amendments,  known  as  the  Prison  Abuse 
Remedies  Act. 

Working  with  the  Yale  clinic,  Shay  completed  pamphlets  on  the 
Prison  Litigation  Reform  Act  and  on  habeas  law  for  the  clinic  to  dis- 
tribute to  Connecticut  prisoners.  These  pamphlets  update  chapters  of 
the  clinic's  1997  book,  Connecticut  Prisoners'  Rights  (originally  written 
by  classmate  Peter  Stern,  Yale  Law  School).  Writing  with  Margo 
Schlanger  of  Washington  University,  St.  Louis,  Shay  published 
"Preserving  the  Rule  of  Law  in  America's  Prisons:  The  Case  for 
Amending  the  Prison  Litigation  Reform  Act,"  and  issue  brief  for 
the  American  Constitutional  Society,  March  29,  2007,  and  "Legally- 
Sanctioned  Negligence,"  an  article  on  TomPaine.com,  March  23,  2007. 

Cheryl  Smith  '83,  Western  New  England  College  General  Counsel, 
has  been  invited  to  serve  for  the  second  year  on  the  Publications 
Committee  of  the  National  Association  of  Colleges  and  Universities. 
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By  Michael  Edmond  Donnelly 


What  WAS  it  that  got  you  through  your  first  year  of  law 
school?  Was  it  fear  of  failure  or  hopes  for  future  success 
or  perhaps  a  group  of  friends  who  shared  the,  at  times, 
common  absurdities  of  that  unique  experience  coupled 
with  a  dose  of  humor  and  more  than  a  dash  of  sarcasm? 


For  a  group  of  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 
students  in  Section  II  in  the  fall  of  1980,  the  answer  to  that  question 
could  in  part  be  found  in  a  student  "underground"  newspaper,  the 
WNEC  Gazette.  Bill  Hewig  '83,  recently  discovered  a  treasure  trove 
of  Gazettes  and  has  been  reliving  the  origins  of  the  paper  with  class- 
mates. The  originals  will  be  available  for  review  at  the  Class  of  1983's 
25th  Reunion  on  October  18. 

As  Hewig  [now  a  principal  with  Kopelman  & 
Paige  in  Boston]  recalls,  Mike  McCorry,  known  as 
"Spot,"  for  a  distinctive  white  patch  of  hair  on  his 
youthful  head,  started  the  paper,  which  "chronicled 
the  day-to-day  follies  of  our  section  as  we  stumbled 
through  the  intricacies  of  civil  procedure,  lost 
watches,  infertile  cows,  and  parol  evidence." 

"Doug  Schwartz  [also  '83  and  now  an  attorney 
at  David  J.  Zendell,  Esq.  LLC,  Paterson,  NJ]  and 
Hewig  decided  to  join  Spot  "with  the  hope  of  upgrading  the  caliber  of 
the  stories,"  recalls  Hewig,  and  produced  the  "Special  Law  Review  Edi- 
tion" (April  13,  1981).  Everyone  liked  the  Gazette.  It  was  a  great  unifier 
for  Section  II,  and  so  it  kept  going  even  after  "Spotty"  transferred  to 
Buffalo  ("where  he  could  play  more  hockey"),  with  Mary  (Picinski) 
Simses  contributing,  and  McGorry  penning  the  notorious  "Spot 
Returns"  issue  when  he  returned  to  campus. 

At  times  and  in  turn  rude,  crude,  and  a  bit 
vulgar,  the  Gazette  poked  a  stick  in  the  wheels 
of  most  everyone's  bicycle  in  the  School  of  Law 
community,  from  students  to  deans  to  faculty. 
A  favorite,  teasing  story  was  "Rock  Bands  Our 
'  Professors  Played  In."  An  article  entitled  2001 : 
>  [  A  Law  School  Odyssey  "describes  a  classmate 

^  20  years  hence  as.. .wandering  aimlessly  through 

SSLTJE3QC3DB  the  streets  of  Ludlow,  repeating  over  and  over  to 
himself:  I  am  a  Galaxian.  My  mission:  destroy 
aliens..."  It  also  wrote  of  one  hapless  electioneering  classmate  that  in 
20  years  he  "...will  be  hired  by  the  Republican  Party  to  run  campaigns 
for  Democrats."  In  that  same  piece,  the  writers  predicted  that  the 
Boston  Red  Sox  would  have  won  the  World  Series  by  2001  (not  bad, 
only  a  few  years  early)... 

Beyond  the  barrage  of  beer,  sex,  and  character  assassination  jokes 
though,  something  more  enduring,  and,  one  might  say,  more  redeem- 
ing was  going  on  in  the  Gazette.  That  something  was  in  the  writers' 


use  of  language  and  in  particular  the  language  of  the  law  in  their 
humor  and  in  their  jokes  to  describe  their  daily  experience  as  law 
students.  Language  is,  after  all,  the  lifeblood  of  being  a  lawyer,  and 
the  ability  to  write  and  think  as  a  lawyer,  even  in  jest,  was  a  significant 
event  for  those  who  wrote  and  those  who  read  the  Gazette. 

Gazette  Journalistic  Cents: 

COMMISSIONER  V.  METZCER:  Was  Classroom  Humor 
Taxable  Under  Code  s.6  7? 

A  good  example  of  this  growing  awareness  of  law  and  languages, 
the  lawyers'  stock  and  trade,  appeared  in  Volume  II  Issue  3,  Mon., 
November  23,  1981.  In  a  detailed  parody  of  an  appellate  tax  decision 
the  Gazette  printed  a  lengthy  discussion  of  whether  jokes  from 
Professor  William  Metzger's  class  were  taxable  under  the  tax  code. 

The  issue  presented  by  this  case  is  whether  jokes  and  classroom 
humor,  which  respondent  William  Metzger  claims,  "enrich  his 
students"  constitute  an  accretion  to  their  wealth  and  are  therefore 
taxable  under  the  Code  Section  61. 

The  taxability  of  classroom  humor  has  never  been  dealt  with 
directly  before,  although  the  humor  issue  has  been  addressed  in 
other  contexts.  See,  e.g.  Commissioner  V.  Egnal  (a  joke  need  not  sat- 
isfy the  7-part  Gibbs  Test);  Commissioner  V.  Binder  (putting  students 
in  "apprehension"  of  a  joke  is  not  sufficient):  Commissioner  V.  Wladis 
(in  the  absence  of  classroom  laughter,  the  court  may  find  that  a 
"constructive  joke"  existed);  Commissioner  V.  Gordon  (if  a  joke  is 
ambiguous,  extrinsic  evidence  may  be  introduced  to  clarify  the  teller's 
intent);  and  Commissioner  V.  Prance  (at  common  law,  a  peppercorn 
was  not  a  laughter  substitute)." 

In  the  final  analysis,  Hewig,  Schwartz,  Spot  and  others  were 
keeping  each  other  laughing  and  moving  forward  in  the  careers  that 
they  had  chosen.  While  the  Gazette  won 
no  prizes,  it  made  the  uniquely  | 
communal  experience  of 
law  school  all  the  more 
memorable  for  its 
writers  and  readers. 


Existing  copies  of  the  Gazette  will  be  available  for  reviewing 
at  the  25th  Reunion  of  the  Class  of  1983. 
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Alumni  News 


By  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 


FEBRUARY  20,  2008 

Springfield  Luncheon 
Colony  Club 

After  welcoming  distinguished  alumni  guests,  Judges 
Sidney  Cooley  '41  and  Anne  Geffrion  79,  Dean  Art  Gau- 
dio  took  our  local  alumni  on  a  trip  down  memory  lane, 
asking  them  to  remember  "where  they  came  from?"  as 
he  led  them  through  a  slideshow  of  the  history  of  the 
School's  many  homes  from  the  YWCA  on  Chestnut 
Street  to  the  present  Wilbraham  Road  campus. 

Throughout  the  luncheon,  held  at  the  elegant 
Colony  Club,  College  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio, 
Dean  Gaudio,  and  Associate  Dean  Sam  Stonefield 
shared  news  of  the  progress  of  Transformations:  The 
Campaign  for  Western  New  England  College  along 
with  a  slide  show  of  the  Law  Center  renovation  and 
construction  project. 

While  Dr.  Caprio  acknowledged  that  "On  these 
occasions  you  tend  to  expect  to  hear  things  about 
fundraising,"  he  emphasized  that  "First  and  foremost, 
we're  here  as  educators  and  our  role  and  our  relation- 
ship with  you  is  that  of  former  teachers,  former  schol- 
ars, and  people  who  work  with  you  because  we 
believe  in  the  value  of  law."  Putting  the  benefits  of 
an  improved  law  school  into  perspective  for  alumni, 
he  said,  "We  also  want  to  make  sure  that  you  under- 
stand that  we  accept  our  responsibility  of  making  sure 
your  J.D.  or  LLM.  diploma  from  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  is  a  highly  valuable  piece  of 
paper  that  represents  the  finest  education  that  you 
could  receive  in  the  world  of  legal  study,  and  that  it 
continues  to  be  highly  valuable  as  the  years  go  on." 

Recognizing  the  major  gifts  made  by  law  alumni, 
the  generosity  of  the  $5.5  million  donated  by  the 
College's  trustees,  and  the  "Many  people  who  have 
been  motivated  to  give  who  have  never  given  before," 
he  also  emphasized  the  urgent  need  for  monies  to 
help  complete  the  construction  projects.  He  encour- 
aged our  alumni  who  have  yet  to  participate  to  "be  a 
part  of  this  enterprise." 


alumni 
reception 
roundup 


9  9 


(Photos  top  to  bottom,  Lto  R) 

Local  alumni  reconnect  and  reminisce 

College  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio  related  the 
challenges  ot  petitioning  lor  the  recently  awarded 
Kresge  Challenge  Grant 

"Uncle"  Sam  Stonefield  discussed  why  he  wants 
"you"  to  give  now! 

Judge  Sidney  Cooley  '41  is  greeted  by  Law  School 
Development  Manager  JoAnne  O'Neil 

Alumni  were  encouraged  to  contribute  to  the 
"Grand  Idea"  Donor  Recognition  Wall 

Dean  Art  Gaudio  shares  Law  Center  construction  news 
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For  up-to-the-minute  alumni  news,  access  to  the  Law  Alumni  Finder,  or  archive  issues  of  past 
Perspectives  magazines  or  the  Law  Digest  newsletter,  visit  www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 


SEPTEMBER  27,  2007 

Washington  Gathering,  OYA  Restaurant 

This  fall  saw  two  alumni  gatherings  in  the  DC  area. 
The  first  was  held  at  the  ultra  contemporary  OYA 
Restaurant  in  late  September.  The  event  was  hosted 
by  Ann  Thomas  '02,  an  Associate  in  the  Tax  Practice 
Group  at  Powell  Goldstein  LLP,  and  Kelly  C.  Miller  '05, 
who  serves  as  an  Attorney  Advisor  for  Hon.  Stanley 
J.  Goldberg,  U.S.  Tax  Court.  Over  dinner,  17  alumni 
planned  events  and  programs  to  be  facilitated  by 
this  enthusiastic  group.  According  to  Miller,  "It  was 
a  huge  success;  everyone  had  a  great  time.  We're 
all  excited  about  the  renovations  to  the  School." 


OCTOBER  2,  2007 
Hartford  Reception, 
Hartford  Steam  Boiler 

More  than  50  alumni  and  faculty  joined  Dean 
Gaudio  to  hear  news  about  the  School  and 
progress  of  the  construction  projects  during 
the  annual  reception  held  at  the  Hartford 
Steam  Boiler.  The  reception  included  tours 
of  an  art  exhibit  on  loan  from  the  New  Britain 
Museum  of  Fine  Art. 


OCTOBER  25,  2007 

Washington  Reception  Petit  Plats 

The  Petit  Plats  Restaurant  was  the  site  of 
another  intimate  gathering  of  alums  from 
the  DC  area.  Dean  Art  Gaudio  accompanied 
by  Professors  Erin  Buzuvis,  Amy  Cohen, 
and  Art  Leavens  enjoyed  an  evening  of 
French  cuisine  and  great  conversation 
with  15  alums  in  this  charming  DC  bistro. 


Photos  above  L  to  R:  Angela  Nunez  '97  and  Julia  Staunton  '97  (Washington  DC  /  OYA);  Group  at  Hartford 
reception  (Hartford  Steam  Boiler);  Steve  Trostle  00  and  Vincent  Salamone  87  (Washington  DC  /  Petis  Plats) 


Photos  top  to  bottom: 
The  winning  Quinnipiac 
men's  team  pictured 
with  Tournament 
Cochairs  Brooke  Soper 
2L  and  Marcy  Spratt  2L; 
A  student  takes  a  foul 
shot;  and  one  of  our 
men's  alumni  teams 
battles  our  student  team 


ALUMS  AID  STUDENTS 

HOOP  IT  UP 

AT  THE  33RD  ANNUAL  LAW  SCHOOL 

BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT 

FEBRUARY  22-24 


J 


The  Student  Bar  Association  (SBA)  played  host  to  the  33rd  Annual  Law  School  Basketball  Tournament 
this  February  at  the  Alumni  Healthful  Living  Center  on  the  College  campus.  A  highlight  of  the  student  cal- 
endar, this  is  the  longest  running  law  school  basketball  tournament  in  the  country!  Thomas  J.  Connelly 
'76  founded  the  tournament. 

Officiated  by  NCAA  referees  and  played  at  the  Alumni  Healthful  Living  Center,  the  weekend  tourna- 
ment featured  25  teams  comprised  of  law  students  and  alumni  from  1 1  law  schools  throughout  the 
Northeast.  Western  New  England  College  fielded  four  teams:  one  women's,  two  men's  alumni,  and  one 
women's  alumni.  Quinnipiac  took  first  place  honors  for  the  men's  division  followed  by  Suffolk,  Buffalo, 
and  Vermont.  The  women's  winner  was  Syracuse  followed  by  Albany,  Western  New  England  College, 
and  Western  New  England  College  Alumni  teams. 
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Alumni  News 


continued 


aw  Alumni  Association 

Golf  Tournament 

Lands  Square  on  the  Green 

YOU  asked  for  it  and  we  aced  it!  The  first-ever  Law  Alumni 
Association  Golf  Tournament  was  a  rounding  success.  How  can  we  be  so 
confident?  Alums  are  already  calling  to  register  their  foursomes  for  this 
year's  tourney  set  for  September  1 1 !  Have  you  formed  your  foursome  yet? 

The  inaugural  tournament  welcomed  18  teams  comprised  of  alumni, 
faculty,  students,  and  guests  who  enjoyed  a  challenging  day  of  golf  on  one 
of  the  premier  courses  in  the  area,  the  beautiful  Ranch  Golf  Course  in 
Southwick,  MA. 

The  tournament's  winning  foursome  was  comprised  of  Charles  Casartello 
Jr.  '87,  Michael  Chieco  '83,  and  Thomas  Downey  '01 .  Jeff  Aronis  '95  won 
longest  drive  honors.  Roy  Nash  took  closest  to  the  pin.  Paula  Robbins  won 
both  honors  for  the  ladies. 

Congratulations  to  the  winners  and  all  those 
who  made  our  first  tournament  a  success. 


Photo  above:  (L-R)  Dean  Art  Gaudio,  Jeff  Sagalyn  76, 
Don  Anderson  83.  and  Vic  Coppa  01  enjoy  the  tournament 

Photo  left:  (L-R)  Maurice  Powe  01  Travaun  Bailey  '01, 
and  Hal  Etkin  84 


seen  on  Alesia  Days  '99 

campus 


First  Place  Winners:  Thomas  Downey  '01,  Charles 
Casartello  Jr.  87.  and  Michael  Chieco  83 


Tie  for  2nd  Place:  Steve  Brill  78,  Charles  Kerner  78, 
and  Professor  Bill  Baker 


Tie  for  2nd  Place:  Justin  Kumpulanian,  Derek  Kumpulanian  (1L), 
Kevin  Kumpulanian,  and  Kerry  Tarpey  '92 


Who's  been  seen  on  campus  lately?  Alesia  Days  '99.  Asso- 
ciate City  Solicitor  for  the  City  of  Springfield,  was  recently 
invited  to  the  Law  Center  to  help  launch  the  new  Color  of 
Law  Roundtable  Discussion  Series  on  January  17.  Days 
spoke  about  her  career  path  that  led  her  to  the  city's  Law 
Department  and  gave  some  insight  to  how  difficult  it  was 
to  not  only  have  a  private  practice,  but  to  ultimately  leave 
that  practice  to  join  the  City  Solicitor's  Office. 

The  discussion  series  is  designed  to  introduce  Western 
New  England  College  law  students  to  attorneys,  profes- 
sionals, and  judges  of  color  from  the  surrounding  area. 


Save  the  Date 

Second  Annual  Law  Alumni 
Association  Golf  Tournament 
Thursday,  September  11,  2008 

Join  the  School  of  Law  community  on 
September  1 1 ,  2008,  for  the  second  annual 
Law  Alumni  Association  Golf  Tournament  at 
the  Ranch  Golf  Course  in  Southwick,  MA.  For 
reservations,  contact  Law  Alumni  Coordinator 
Carol  Thompson  at  413-782-1311  or  email 
cthompson@law.wnec.edu. 


by  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 


OUT  OF  THE  S 


Unless  the  odd  film  or  television  star  is 
casting  some  light  on  the  plight  of  the 
Katrina  and  Rita  survivors,  the  Gulf 
Coast  hurricanes  have  become  just  shadowy 
memories  for  most  of  America.  But  students 
at  Western  New  England  College  School  of 
Law  are  working  to  keep  their  ongoing  legal 
woes  in  the  spotlight.  For  the  second  year  in  a 
row,  a  contingent  of  students  and  faculty/staff 
spent  an  "alternative"  spring  break  volunteer- 
ing with  the  national  Student  Hurricane  Net- 
work, which  works  with  law  students  and 
administrators  from  across  the  United  States 
to  create  and  coordinate  volunteer  opportuni- 
ties in  Gulf  Coast  communities. 

This  year,  the  Alternative  Spring  Break  (ASB) 
group  traveled  to  New  Orleans  from  March  16-22 
to  assist  the  staff  of  the  City  Attorneys  Office  to 
help  alleviate  the  bottleneck  of  cases  left  in 
the  wake  of  the  city-altering  disasters.  Ten  law 
students  led  by  Team  Leader  Joshua  Papapietro 
2L  were  accompanied  on  the  trip  by  Professor 
Lauren  Carasik  and  by  Sam  Charron,  Assist  Direc- 
tor of  Career  Services  and  Coordinator  of  Public 
Interest  Law. 

"We  hope  to  make  the  ASB  trip  an  annual 
tradition,"  said  Josh,  "We  want  to  make  student 
involvement  with  public  interest  law  something 
that  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 
can  become  known  for." 

Students  incurred  much  of  the  trip's  costs  such 
as  airfare  and  other  travel  expenses,  but  the 
combined  efforts  of  the  School  community  also 
supported  the  trip.  A  fundraising  day,  which 
included  musical  performances  by  Professors  John 
Egnal  and  Bruce  Miller  and  a  highly  successful 
bake  sale  featuring  donated  desserts  made  by 
members  of  the  Admissions  and  Administrative 
staff  helped  provide  funding. 

Many  generous  alumni  also  demonstrated  their 
support  of  public  interest  and  service  learning 
through  donations  for  the  trip. 


Two-year  ASB  participant  Eric  Herr  2L  noted 
that  this  years  trip  saw  students  fulfilling  an  urgent 
need  to  help  the  city's  legal  system  get  back  on 
track.  "Our  involvement  wasn't  as  focused  on  pub- 
lic interest  as  it  was  last  year.  It  was  more  like 
curing  the  legal  backlog  at  the  City  Attorney's 
Office  because  they  have  a  ton  of  work  that  they 
are  still  behind  on  three  years  after  the  hurricane. 

"It  was  a  great  experience,"  said  Eric.  "We 
enjoyed  helping  the  system  move  forward  to 
address  such  issues.  Our  group  was  assigned 
to  five  separate  projects  under  several  supervising 
attorneys,  which  ran  the  gamut  from  environmen- 
tal issues  to  criminal  and  property. 

"Some  first-year  students  even  had  the  opportu- 
nity to  interview  a  witness  in  court  and  develop 
a  writing  sample." 

Despite  their  busy  schedules,  the  students  did 
make  time  to  tour  the  city  to  observe  the  slow 
recovery  process. 

Eric  was  surprised  to  see  just  what  stood 
between  the  city  and  potential  disaster  both  before 
the  flooding  and  today.  He  said,  "They  took  us  up 
onto  the  levy,  which  was  pretty  crazy,  because  it 
was  just  a  little  cement  wall  10  feet  high. 

"We  toured  the  9th  Ward  where  there  are  just 
empty  city  blocks.  Some  have  a  few  houses  that 
have  been  restored.  They  say  that  only  about  40 
percent  of  the  residents  have  returned.  When  you 
look  around,  there  are  no  kids. 

"As  you  get  closer  to  the  levy  it's  just  a  bunch  of 


football  fields.  It's  more  cleaned  up  in  comparison 
to  last  year,  but  there's  still  a  lot  of  debris.  There's 
still  a  lot  of  work  that  needs  to  be  done." 

Much  of  the  work  that  the  students  observed  is 
happening  not  through  government  agencies  or 
charities,  but  through  the  grassroots  efforts  of 
people  who  refuse  to  give  up  on  the  city  that  they 
call  home. 

Said  Eric,  "We  were  given  tours  by  Mac 
McClendon  who  has  created  the  Lower  9th  Ward 
Village  Community  Center  in  a  building  he 
was  planning  on  using  to  restore  old  cars.  Now 
he's  using  it  to  try  to  get  people  back  into 
the  neighborhood. 

"For  people  like  Mac,  the  9th  Ward  has  a 
long,  rich  history.  The  residents  who  are  left  are 
banning  together  and  taking  matters  into  their 
own  hands  because  they're  not  getting  a  lot  of 
help  from  the  bureaucracies.  But  they're  opti- 
mistic and  proud  that  they  can  affect  this  revival 
on  their  own.  They're  not  asking  for  handouts  but 
for  procedural  changes." 

"Mac  was  so  enthusiastic  about  our  being 
there,"  recalled  Eric.  "He  told  us,  'I  just  want  you 
guys  to  embrace  this  whole  idea  that  we're  trying 
to  develop  here — community-based  development, 
involvement,  and  rebuilding.' 

"That's  how  I  think  the  legal  community  can 
help  with  recovery — through  this  grassroots  move- 
ment of  individual  people  like  us  coming  and 
working  together.  1  know  I'll  be  back  next  year." 


New  Orleans  Spring  Break  Trip  Members  (L-R)  Dan  Hespeler,  Tom  Tenney,  Tony  Ames,  Lindsay  Jones,  Keith  Grompone,  Sam  Charron, 
Eric  Herr,  Josh  Papapietro,  Chad  Greiner,  Jon  Longobardi,  Deirdre  Gleason,  Vanoli  Chander  (not  pictured  Professor  Lauren  Carasik) 
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Student  Spotlight 


PAUL 

Paul  Buono  2L  knows  the  question  is  inevitable.  Why  would  a  person  who  earned  a  Master  of 
Arts  in  Jazz  Composition  be  studying  for  a  law  degree?  Paul,  who  indeed  holds  that  impressive 
credential  and  is  now  attending  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law,  has  been  asked 
that  question  before  and  says  the  two  are  not  as  far  removed  as  it  may  seem. 


"The  musical  mind  is  really  analytical,"  says 
Paul.  "When  I  was  studying  composition  I  had 
to  analyze  sections  of  music  one  at  a  time  to 
figure  out  what  the  composer  was  doing  and 
thinking.  I  equate  that  with  studying  law. 
Every  case  is  a  foundation  with  various  ele- 
ments that  build  up  to  the  big  picture." 

Paul  appreciates  the  process  of  composi- 
tion in  all  aspects  of  his  life,  including  the 
unique  mix  of  students  the  School  has  assem- 
bled in  his  law  courses.  "I  love  the  diversity 
that  students  of  Western  New  England  Col- 
lege bring — the  paths  they've  traveled  to  get 
here,"he  observes.  This  plurality  of  experience, 
he  says,  is  why  he  fits  right  in. 

Born  in  Worcester,  MA  (later  living  in 
Oxford)  Paul  gained  his  love  of  music  from  his 
grandfather,  James  Butler,  a  jazz  pianist  who 
performed  for  hospitalized  soldiers  during  WW 
II.  Growing  up,  every  day  Paul  and  his  two  sis- 
ters would  have  an  hour  of  practice.  Both  his 
sisters  showed  musical  talent  as  well,  one 
playing  the  flute  and  the  other  the  violin. 

Paul's  talent  was  as  a  pianist.  He  studied 
both  classical  and  jazz  but  jazz  is  what  piqued 
his  interest  most.  "The  idea  of  improvisation 
really  got  to  me,"  he  explains.  "I  couldn't 
believe  that  I  could  hear  something  that  com- 
plex and  it  wasn't  written  down."  He  received 
his  bachelor's  degree  in  Jazz  Piano  Perfor- 
mance and  his  master's  in  Jazz  Composition. 
While  working  on  his  master's  and  living  in 
New  York  City,  he  worked  and  studied  with 


jazz  greats  Wynton  Marsalis,  Regina  Carter, 
Antonio  Hart,  Sir  Roland  Hanna,  Michael 
Mossman,  Jim  Beard,  and  Bruce  Barth,  and 
also  recorded  with  vocalist  Abigail  Riccards. 

Soon  after  completing  his  graduate 
degree,  Paul  worked  for  ProShip  Entertain- 
ment as  a  musical  director  and  sideman 
onboard  Princess  and  Cunard  Cruise  Lines. 
"While  onboard,  my  job  entailed  rehearsing 
the  pit  band  for  large  stage  productions, 
working  with  the  production  crew,  and  over- 
seeing the  scheduling  of  musical  perfor- 
mances. I  was  able  to  travel  to  some  beautiful 
and  remote  destinations,  including  French 
Polynesia,  New  Zealand,  Alaska,  the 
Caribbean,  and  the  Mediterranean,"  he  says. 

The  decision  to  go  to  law  school  came  as 
an  epiphany  when  he  was  back  living  in  New 
York  City  and  playing  music.  "I  took  a  good 
look  around  and  I  saw  musicians  I  really 
looked  up  to  doing  the  same  thing  year  after 
year.  And  I  asked  myself  how  I  was  going  to 
support  this  art?  I  had  a  few  friends  that  were 
in  law  school  and  I  had  always  enjoyed 
classes  where  I'd  studied  the  judicial  system 
and  government  in  general,"  he  says.  "There's 
so  many  areas  for  law  in  the  music  industry 
from  the  Internet,  composer  agreements, 
entertainment  law,  intellectual  property  issues, 
trademarks,  to  copyright." 

Western  New  England  College  made  a 
positive  impact  on  Paul  immediately.  "The 
dean  of  admissions  called  me  up  personally 


and  I  thought  that  was  pretty  impressive."  He 
says  some  of  his  favorite  professors  include 
Assistant  Dean  Nancy  Sykes  and  Professor 
Bill  Childs. 

Paul's  mastery  of  musical  analysis  has 
indeed  translated  well  to  the  study  of  law. 
During  his  first  year  of  law  school  Paul 
received  a  Best  Brief  award  and  a  CALI 
award.  He  is  a  merit  scholarship  recipient  and 
was  named  to  the  Dean's  List  for  the  2006- 
2007  academic  year.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Products  Liability  Moot  Court  Team 
for  2008. 

Along  with  being  a  full-time  second-year 
law  student,  Paul  is  currently  the  music  direc- 
tor for  United  Church  of  Clinton  in  Clinton, 
MA.  He  is  an  adjunct  faculty  member  of  the 
Clark  University  Music  Department,  teaching 
jazz  piano  to  music  majors  and  also  teaching 
a  jazz  improvisation  class  and  large  ensemble. 
And  he  continues  to  play  with  various  ensem- 
bles and  bands  throughout  Massachusetts 
and  New  York. 

"I'm  hoping  to  work  in  the  music  industry, 
preferably  for  a  record  label  or  an  Artist  and 
Repertoire  (A&R)  department. ..trying  to  fuse 
my  law  degree  with  my  strong  desire  to  be 
back  on  the  performance  side  of  music,  even 
if  its  not  me  doing  the  performing,"  says  Paul. 
To  find  out  how  Paul's  improvisation  of  music 
and  law  play  out  into  a  future  career,  we'll  all 
have  to  stay  tuned  for  his  second  act. 


BUONO 


by  Patricia  Gagnon 
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Master  of  Arts 


Jazz  Composition 
Aaron  Copland  School  of 


Music,  City  University  of  New 
York  at  Queens  College,  2004 
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Stay  Connected: 

Become  a 
Class  Agent 


Class  Agents  are  needed  for  the  Classes  of  1971 , 1972, 1974, 1978, 1980, 1982,  and  1995. 

The  Law  School  is  committed  to  maintaining  "quality  connections"  between  our  alumni  and  the  Law  School. 
Our  Class  Agent  Program  is  an  essential  part  of  the  commitment  and  is  designed  to  engage  classmates  to 
not  only  support  the  initiatives  here  at  the  Law  School  but  to  also  serve  as  a  resource  for  our  alumni.  Class 
agents  serve  as  a  vital  part  of  the  connection  process  acting  as  liaisons  between  their  classmates  and  the 
Law  School  with  the  mission  to: 

•  Maintain  a  relationship  between  our  alumni  and  the  School  of  Law 

•  Keep  classmates  up-to-date  on  events  and  news;  request  updated 
contact  information  from  alumni 

•  Encourage  participation  in  alumni  activities — A  personal  invitation  from  a  fellow 
classmate  is  a  wonderful  way  to  encourage  attendance  at  our  alumni  events 

•  Gather  news  from  alumni  for  "Class  Notes"  in  Perspectives  magazine 

•  Serve  as  a  member  of  the  reunion  committee  in  your  reunion  year 

•  Serve  as  a  point  of  contact  for  perspective  incoming  law  students  and  enhance 
student  recruitment. 

Please  be  sure  your  Class  Agent  and  the  Office  of  Alumni 
Relations  have  your  current  mailing  and  email  addresses. 
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The  Honorable  Ann  M.  Gibbons  was 

named  Grand  Marshal  for  the  Holyoke  St. 
Patrick's  Parade  that  was  held  on  March 
30.  2008.  Judge  Gibbons  served  as 
Assistant  City  Solicitor  for  Holyoke,  is 
Past  President  of  the  General  Alumni 
Association  of  Elms  College;  Past  Trustee 
of  Cathedral  High  School,  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Bar 
Association  since  1958 
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Class  Agent  Hon.  Peter  Sokaris  email: 
usapgs@cs.com 


Class  Agent  Walter  Powell  email: 
wvp29@aol.com 

35th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  18.  2008 
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Class  Agent  Richard  Fortier  email: 
rfortier02@snet.net 


Bruce  M.  Fogel  has  been 
named  Partner  in  the  law 
firm  of  Bacon  Wilson, 
PC.  in  Springfield,  where 
_  he  is  a  member  of  the 
'  -"y^  Estate  Planning  and  Elder 
m  ™  Real  Estate  and  Zoning, 
and  Business  and  Corporate  Departments. 

Richard  C  Morrissey  has  been  elected  as 
a  Board  Member  to  the  Hampden  County 
(MA)  Bar  Association. 
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Class  Agent  Gary  Thomas  email: 
gary@wealthtechnology.  com 

Thomas  J.  Connelly  retired  in  2007  from 
Kimberly-Clark  Corporation  where  he  had 
worked  for  the  last  19  years  as  an  Intellec- 
tual Property  Attorney.  Mr.  Connelly  is  now 
in  private  practice  working  for  Wilhelm 
Law  Service  in  Appleton,  Wl,  as  an  Intel- 
lectual Property  Attorney.  With  more  than 
31  years  of  experience.  Mr.  Connelly  han- 
dles patent,  trademark,  and  copyright 
issues  for  a  variety  of  clients. 

Jeffrey  M.  Freedman  has  been  honored  as 
the  Lawyer  of  the  Year  by  the  Eric  County 
(NY)  Bar  Association  for  consistently 
demonstrating  the  highest  standards  of  the 
profession  and  for  his  generosity  of  spirit 
m  philanthropic  activities. 

Lawrence  Hott  has  been  awarded  the 
prestigious  Alfred  I  duPont-Columbia 
University  2008  News  Award  for  his  film 
documentary  Through  Deaf  Eyes.  This  film 
was  produced  for  PBS  by  Florentine 


Films/Hott  Productions  &  WETA-TV. 
The  film  was  a  documentary  on  the  history 
of  and  conflict  in  the  deaf  community 
in  America. 

Jeffrey  S.  Weisser  has  been  elected  as  a 
Board  Member  to  the  Hampden  County 
(MA)  Bar  Association. 
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Class  Agent  Marty  Martin  email: 
marty_martin@bellsouth.net 

Hyman  G.  Darling 

has  been  distinguished 
as  a  New  England  "Super 
Lawyer"  by  Boston  Mag- 
azine. Attorney  Darling, 
who  teaches  in  our 
LL.M.  program,  is  Chair- 
man of  the  Estate  Plan- 
ning and  Elder  Law  Department  at  the  law 
firm  of  Bacon  Wilson.  PC.  in  Springfield. 
He  also  presented  programs  at  two 
national  seminars  where  he  spoke  about 
practice  development  and  practice  man- 
agement issues.  The  first  seminar  was  the 
Special  Needs  Alliance  conference  and  the 
second  presentation  was  for  the  National 
Academy  of  Elder  Attorneys. 


■^^■H  Gary  F.  Bevilacqua  has 

been  named  Partner  in  the 
^B^^^l  law  firm  of  Bacon  Wilson, 
C  JJP  PC.  in  Springfield  where 
__     jfm  n's  primary  area  of  practice 
^^^^H  is  real  estate,  both  residen- 
™™  tial  and  commercial.  He 
also  does  estate  planning  as  well  as  bank- 
ing and  finance  work  and  personal  injury 
representation. 

John  T.  Walkley  appeared  at  Sacred 
Heart  University  for  a  panel  discussion 
sponsored  by  their  department  of  Criminal 
Justice  and  Office  of  Career  Services  to 
discuss  views  of  capital  punishment  in 
light  of  the  Cheshire,  CT,  home  assault 
and  triple  murder.  Attorney  Walkley  has 
law  offices  in  Monroe  and  New  Haven,  CT, 
where  he  serves  as  a  Special  Public 
Defender  and  has  represented  10  defen- 
dants accused  of  capital  felony. 


wis 


30th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  18.  2008 


Class  Agents:  Lew  Kurland  email: 
lkurland@khov.com 
Andrew  Aloe  email: 
andrewaloe@shencoke.com 
Anne  Geoff rion  email: 
amgeoffrion@prodigy.  net 
Deborah  Grover  email: 
attorneygrover@comcast.  net 

William  J  Barrett  has  been  elected  Assis- 
tant Vice  President  of  New  Jersey  Manu- 
facturers Insurance  Company's  team  of 
Workers'  Compensation  attorneys. 
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The  Honorable  Anne  M.  Geoffrion  was 

nominated  by  Massachusetts  Governor 
Deval  L.  Patrick  and  confirmed  by  the 
Governor's  Council  for  a  seat  on  the  bench 
of  the  Hampden  County  (MA)  Division  of 
the  Probate  and  Family  Court. 

Gregory  J.  Huether  has  been  appointed  to 
Chief  Counsel  of  the  Attorney  Grievance 
Committees  of  the  Appellate  Division,  4tn 
Judicial  Department  and  (correction)  has 
left  the  Barnes  Law  firm  in  Rochester,  NY. 

^K*»         Paul  Nicolai  has  been 
I  named  a  Fellow  of  the 
^■^^  •>■  American  Bar  Founda- 

'  tion.  He  founded  Nicolai 
Law  Group,  PC.  in  1988 
in  Springfield,  represent- 
ing businesses  and  their 
owners  in  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  New  York,  and  Wash- 
ington, DC.  A  peer  review  survey  of  the 
nation's  top  attorneys  has  selected  Attor- 
ney Nicolai  for  inclusion  in  the  25tn 
anniversary  edition  of  The  Best  Lawyers 
in  America  for  2008. 


1988 


Bradford  R.  Carver  has  been  appointed 
to  serve  on  the  Management  Committee  of 
the  national  law  firm  of  Hinshaw  & 
Culbertson,  LLP.  Attorney  Carver  joined 
Hinshaw  &  Culbertson  in  2005  to  open  the 
firm's  Boston  office,  where  he  is  the  Part- 
ner-in-Charge. 


m 


Class  Agent  Bill  Stevens  email: 
wmstevens@snet.net 

Andrew  Beckerman-Rodau  was  a  speaker 
at  the  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  as  part  of  the  Clason 
Speaker  Series  discussing  "The  Attack 
on  Intellectual  Property  Law— Is  It  Justi- 
fied?". Beckerman-Rodau  is  a  Professor  of 
Law  and  Codirector  of  the  Intellectual 
Property  Law  Concentration  at  Suffolk 
University  Law  School  in  Boston. 


1982 


Dennis  P.  Powers  has  been  elected  as  a 
Board  Member  to  the  Hampden  County 
(MA)  Bar  Association. 

Stephen  Theaker  has  joined  the  Connecti- 
cut Department  of  Consumer  Protection  as 
Staff  Attorney  serving  as  its  independent 
Lemon  Law  Arbitrator  and  as  its  indepen- 
dent Hearing  Officer  after  previously  serv- 


ing as  a  Volunteer  Arbitrator  for  20  years. 
As  Hearing  Officer,  Attorney  Theaker  will 
preside  at  administrative  hearings  review- 
ing licensee  compliance  with  occupational 
licensing  statutes  and  regulations.  Attor- 
ney Theaker  is  honored  to  participate  in  a 
program  that  brings  quality,  consistency, 
and  expediency  to  the  protection  and 
enforcement  of  consumer's  rights.  Steve  is 
also  in  his  ninth  year  as  Show  Host  at  the 
University  of  Hartford's  radio  station 
WWUH.  He  broadcasts  a  weekly,  Friday 
morning  program  entitled  "Mixed  Grille'' 
from  6  a.m.  to  9  a.m.  and  on  the  airwaves 
in  the  Hartford-Springfield  area  at  91.3FM. 


Class  Agents  Ellen  Teller  email: 
eteller@frac.org 
Maureen  Burns  email: 
meb@pellegrinola  wfirm.  com 

25th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  18,  2008 

Barbara  M.  Hyland  has  been  elected 
Treasurer  of  the  Hampden  County  (MA) 
Bar  Association. 

Cheryl  Smith,  Western  New  England  Col- 
lege General  Counsel,  has  been  invited  to 
serve  for  the  second  year  on  the  Publica- 
tions Committee  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Colleges  and  Universities. 


1984 


Class  Agent  Ina  Forman  email: 
aliforman@aol.com 

Jess  and  Jane  Col len  were  recently  hon- 
ored as  "Humanitarians  of  the  Year",  and 
November  3,  2007  was  proclaimed  Jane 
and  Jess  Collen  Day  in  Westchester 
County,  NY,  for  their  work  in  Tanzania.  In 
2005,  they  cofounded  an  organization 
called  Life  Project  for  Africa  for  which 
Jess  currently  serves  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  holds  the  position  of  Execu- 
tive Director.  Life  Project  is  an  organiza- 
tion that  has  constructed  and  commenced 
operations  of  a  20  room  health  center  out- 
side of  Dar  Es  Salaam,  Tanzania. 

Norman  J.  Learned  III  has  opened  his 
solo  law  practice  in  Elmira,  NY.  He  also 
holds  the  position  of  Town  Justice  for  the 
Town  of  Elmira.  He  has  twin  sons.  Philip  is 
a  member  of  the  U.S.  Army  Rangers,  and 
Carl  is  currently  attending  Keuka  College. 

The  Honorable  Nancy  Linck.  Administra- 
tive Patent  Judge  on  the  USPTO's  Board 
of  Patent  Appeals  and  Interferences  (BPAI), 
has  retired  from  government  service  and 
returned  to  private  practice  with  the 
intellectual  property  firm  of  Rothwell.  Figg, 


Ernst  &  Manbeck,  PC.  located  in  Washing- 
ton, DC,  in  an  Of  Counsel  position 

Kenneth  R.  Plumb  has  joined  the  firm  of 
Siegel,  O'Connor,  O'Donnell  &  Beck,  PC, 
as  a  Principal,  working  out  of  their 
Hartford  office. 

Craig  D.  Robins  has  been  a  Bankruptcy 
Attorney  on  Long  Island  for  the  past  20 
years.  He  has  written  over  80  published 
articles  on  various  aspects  of  bankruptcy 
law.  As  a  Chairman  of  the  local  chapter  of 
the  American  Inns  of  Court,  he  recently 
hosted  a  dinner  for  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
Justice  Samuel  Alito.  While  at  the  School  of 
Law  he  was  often  seen  with  his  camera. 
Since  then  he  has  also  become  a  recognized 
fine  arts  photographer.  Last  year  his  images 
were  displayed  in  three  museums  and  a 
number  of  galleries,  and  the  New  York 
Times  published  a  profile  on  his  photogra- 
phy. He  has  been  married  for  10  years  to 
Arlene  Gross,  a  newspaper  reporter,  and  has 
a  seven-year-old  son,  Max. 


Wilkins  was  a  Criminal  Defense  Attorney 
before  going  into  the  roofing  business. 


1985 


Class  Agent  Pete  Steingraber 
email:  cisco3ack@aol.com 

The  Honorable  Michele  Pirro  Bailey  won 

her  bid  for  election  as  Onondaga  County 
(NY)  Family  Court  Judge. 

John  J.  Ferriter  has  been  elected  as  a 
Board  Member  to  the  Hampden  County 
(MA)  Bar  Association. 


1388 


Class  Agent  Judith  Jones  email: 
jonesjh@aetna.com 

Althea  F.  Richardson  was  elected  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Legal  Services  of  the 
Hudson  Valley,  a  nonprofit  organization 
that  provides  free  civil  legal  services  to 
low-income  individuals.  Attorney  Richard- 
son has  a  law  practice  in  White  Plains,  NY. 

John  C.  Serio  is  currently  a  Partner  in  the 
Boston  office  of  Seyfarth  Shaw  LLP,  where 
he  focuses  his  practice  in  the  area  of  intel- 
lectual property  concerning  biotechnology, 
pharmaceuticals,  medical  devices,  chem- 
istry, and  analytical  scientific  equipment. 
His  practice  involves  drafting  and  prosecu- 
tion of  patents,  right  to  use  and  patentabil- 
ity opinions,  patent  litigation,  licensing  of 
technology,  and  trademark  issues. 

Daniel  J.  Wilkins  has  joined  Old  School 
Group  where  he  will  run  the  sales  office  of 
a  business  that  includes  Old  School  Roof- 
ing, Old  School  Copperworks,  and  Old 
School  Panels,  and  is  headquartered  in 
North  Chelmsford.  MA.  Most  recently 


1987 


Class  Agent  Robert  Murphy  email: 
rmurphy@bacon-wilson.  com 

Charles  R.  Casartello,  Jr.  has  been 
elected  as  a  Board  Member  to  the  Hamp- 
den County  (MA)  Bar  Association. 

William  F.  Martin  was  recently  sworn  in 
as  a  United  States  Naval  Reserve  Military 
Judge.  Commander  Martin  will  try  Special 
and  General  Courts  Martial  in  the  United 
States  and  overseas.  He  also  runs  his  own 
civilian  criminal  litigation  practice  in  Wen- 
ham,  MA.  As  an  Essex  County  (MA)  Bar 
Advocate  and  Private  Counsel,  he  handles 
Youthful  Offender  Cases  in  Juvenile  Court, 
Sex  Offender  Registry  Boards  Matters,  and 
Superior/District  Court  Cases.  A  nine  year 
veteran  of  the  School  Board,  he  also  has 
coached  football,  baseball,  soccer,  and 
basketball  for  local  youth  athletic  teams 
for  over  10  years.  He  lives  in  Hamilton, 
MA,  with  his  wife,  Jackie,  and  their  chil- 
dren Billy  and  Catherine. 

Andrew  Pinkes  has  been  named  President 
of  Heritage  Holdings,  Inc..  a  unit  of  The 
Hartford  Financial  Services  Group,  Inc. 
which  oversees  the  company's  property 
and  casualty  run-off  operations. 


Class  Agents  Ann  Marie  Lancour  email: 
lancourA@staff.abanet.  org 
Michael  Borg  email: 
mborg@SRBLLP.com 

20th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  18,  2008 

Robert  C.  Sacco  has  been  elected  as  a 
Board  Member  to  the  Hampden  County 
(MA)  Bar  Association. 


1989 


Douglas  A.  Fleming  is  currently  Senior 
Manager  in  the  Tax  Controversy  Group  of 
Deloitte  Tax  LLP  located  in  Los  Angeles. 


1998 


William  J.  McLeod  has  been  named 
Co-chair  of  the  Consumer  Committee  of 
the  Boston  Bar  Association's  Bankruptcy 
Section.  The  Consumer  Bankruptcy 
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Where  are 
they  now? 

Judge  Anthony  F. 
Picheca  Jr.  76 

Far  Hills,  NJ 
Judge 
Superior  Court 
of  New  Jersey, 
Somerset  County 


New  Jersey  Governor  Jon  Corzine  nominated  Anthony 
F.  Picheca  Jr.  '76  to  the  position  of  Judge  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court  of  New  Jersey  to  sit  in  Somerville,  NJ,  on 
June  7,  2007.  Following  a  review  by  the  New  Jersey 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee,  the  full  New  Jersey  Senate 
confirmed  his  nomination  and  he  was  sworn  in  July  20. 
Prior  to  his  appointment,  Judge  Picheca  spent  nearly 
30  years  in  private  practice. 

What  kind  of  cases  do  you  typically  hear? 

"The  types  of  cases  that  come  in  run  the  gamut.  Everything 
from  auto  accidents  to  personal  injury  to  contract  cases  to 
New  Jersey's  "lemon  law."  What  I  often  say  is  whether  it's 
a  small  case  or  something  that  deals  with  a  million  dollar 
decision,  the  people  that  come  before  me  view  their  matter 
as  important  as  anything  else  and  in  many  instances  it's  a 
very  high  priority  in  their  lives  at  the  time." 

Was  a  judgeship  one  of  your  career  goals? 

"It's  interesting,  I  suppose  every  individual  who  is  a  lawyer 
at  some  point  in  life  may  consider  being  a  judge  and  what 
it  might  be  like  to  be  a  judge.  I  clerked  for  Judge  Robert  E. 
Gaynor  some  30  years  ago  in  the  very  courtroom  where 
I  now  sit  so  it  has  been  like  a  return  to  the  scene  of  my 
initial  beginnings  as  a  lawyer.  I  really  enjoyed  my  year  as 
a  judicial  law  clerk  and  it  did  make  an  impression  on  me  in 
many  ways.  In  fact,  Judge  Gaynor  returned  to  swear  me 
in  back  in  July." 

What  made  you  decide  to  attend  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law? 

"At  the  time,  I  was  very  impressed  with  the  idea  of  being 
part  of  a  new  law  school.  I  was  one  of  the  initial  day  class 
attendees  and  we  all  had  a  sense  of  camaraderie  because 
we  were  embarking  on  the  beginnings  of  a  newer  law 
school  at  that  time.  To  this  very  day,  I  maintain  many 
of  the  friendships  I  made  as  a  law  student.  We  reminisce 
as  the  pioneer  class  moving  forward  with  the  Day 
Division  and  all  the  challenges  that  came  with  that." 


Committee  serves  to  update  practitioners  regard- 
ing changes  and  developments  in  areas  of  Chapter 
7  and  Chapter  13  of  the  Bankruptcy  Code,  and 
coordinates  with  the  pro  bono  committee  to  assist 
in  efforts  to  organize  pro  bono  bankruptcy  ser- 
vices in  consumer  matters.  McLeod  is  in  private 
practice  at  McLeod  Law  Offices,  PC,  with  offices 
in  Boston  and  Cape  Cod. 


1991 


Class  Agent  Martha  Allard  email: 
marthaallard@bellsouth.  net 

David  J.  Dwyer  has  opened  the  law  firm  of  Ciaccio 
&  Dwyer.  PC,  located  in  Tucson,  AZ,  focusing  in  the 
area  of  personal  injury  law.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Arizona  Trial  Lawyers  Association,  the  Pima  County 
Bar  Association,  and  the  State  Bar  of  Arizona. 


1992 


Class  Agent  Chris  Browne  email: 
cameronbrowne@msn.com 


Class  Agents  Holly  Lemieux  email: 
hlemieux@lynchlynch.  com 
Katie  Stone  Harrington  email: 
bharrington5207@comcast.  net 

15th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  18,  2008 


1994 


Class  Agents  Melanie  Branham  email: 
melbranham@branhamlawfirm.  org 
Lisa  Bongiovi  email: 
lisa.  bongiovi@otis.  com 

Dr.  Tuesday  Cooper  has  become  Dean  of  the 
Long  Island  Center  of  Empire  State  College,  in 
Old  Westbury,  NY. 

Mark  and  Lauren 
Dienes-Middlen 

wanted  to  say  a  quick 
hello  from  Connecticut. 
Mark  is  an  Associate  at 
a  law  firm  in  Bridge- 
port. CT.  and  Lauren  is 
Senior  Counsel  of  Intellectual  Property  at  World 
Wrestling  Entertainment.  Inc.  They  have  a  four- 
year-old  daughter,  Rebecca  Cecilia  Middlen,  who 
is  a  treasure  and  a  blessing,  and  is  growing  into 
quite  a  negotiator.  They  bought  their  first  house 
in  West  Norwalk,  CT,  about  a  year  ago.  and  are 


settling  in.  They  also  want  to  "wish  everyone  a 
happy  New  Year  and  hope  all  of  our  friends  from 
law  school  are  successful,  happy,  and  healthy!" 

James  R.  Miron  was  elected  the  first  Mayor  of 
Stanford.  CT,  in  a  historic  election  held  in  Novem- 
ber 2005. 

Marwan  Zubi  has  been  admitted 
to  the  Connecticut  Bar  and  is  a 
Senior  Attorney  with  the  Nicolai 
Law  Group,  PC,  where  he 
focuses  primarily  on  civil  litiga- 
tion of  business  and  employ- 
ment disputes,  and  has 
represented  both  plaintiffs  and  defendants  in  civil 
litigation,  arbitration,  and  mediation. 


1995 


Brian  A.  Gorman  has  been  admitted  as  a  Partner 
in  the  law  firm  of  Halloran  &  Sage,  LLP,  where  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Trucking  and  Transportation 
Practice  Group. 

Joan  Katz  has  been  awarded  the  prestigious  Mary 
C.  Fitzpatrick  Children  and  Family  Law  Award  from 
the  Massachusetts  Committee  for  Public  Counsel 
Services  for  her  dedication  as  an  advocate  for  the 
parents  and  children  of  Franklin  County,  MA. 

Kira  Struble  Pojedinec  and  her  husband.  Dan,  were 
blessed  with  the  birth  of  their  first  child,  a  daughter, 
Lauren  Danielle,  born  December  11,  2006. 


1999 


Class  Agents  Marie  Angelides  email: 
angelides@angelidesandsouth.com 
Frances  South  email: 
south@angelidesandsouth.  com 


^mmm  David  E.  Cassidy.  a  member  of 
the  law  firm  Norns  McLaughlin 
I      ,         &  Marcus.  P.A..  spoke  at  the 

T|  seminar  entitled  "New  Privacy 
^■l,     ■  Issues  for  Corporate  &  Business 
M  Lawyers"  held  in  West  Orange, 
^H^'         NJ.  Attorney  Cassidy  was  also 
^Mr§?  selected  for  inclusion  in  the 

Labor  &  Employment  section  of  New  Jersey  Super 
Lawyer  Rising  Stars  2007. 

Julie  A.  Dialessi-Lafley 

has  been  named  partner 
in  the  law  firm  of  Bacon  Wilson, 
PC  located  in  Springfield 
where  she  practices  as  a  multi- 
faceted  business  lawyer  with 
experience  in  all  aspects 
of  corporate,  business,  and 
commercial  and  residential  real  estate.  Her  addi- 
tional specialties  include  probate,  estate  and  elder 
planning  as  well  as  family  law. 
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Send  your  Alumni  Notes  to:  Carol  Thompson.  Oltice  of  Law  Alumni  Relations. 
Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law.  1215  Wilbraham  Road.  Sprmgtield.  MA 
Oil  19-2684  or  email  cthompson@law  wnecedu 


Anthony  Fiumara  has  joined  the  Rochester, 
NY,  law  firm  of  Harris  Beach  as  an  Associate 
in  the  business  and  commercial  litigation  and 
mass  torts  and  industry-wide  litigation  prac- 
tice groups. 

Kevin  M.  Johnson  returned  to  Yale  Divinity 
School  to  get  his  Masters  in  Theology  and 
graduated  in  2001.  He  then  taught  philosophy, 
philosophical  theology,  and  religious  studies 
as  an  adjunct  professor  at  Sacred  Heart  Uni- 
versity, Fairfield  University,  and  at  a  College 
Preparatory  School.  This  past  September  he 
began  in  Boston  College's  Ph.D.  program  in 
comparative  theology  where  he  is  studying 
the  interaction  of  Christian  theology  with  brain 
science  and  other  world  religious  traditions 
faiths,  in  particular,  the  Buddhist  tradition. 
Kevin  also  teaches  Social  Justice  and  Ethics 
and  is  training  for  the  permanent  diaconate 
formation  in  the  Bridgeport,  CT,  diocese. 

Susan  A.  Mielnikowski  has  joined  the  law 
firm  of  Cooley  Shrair,  PC.  in  Springfield  as 
Associate  Legal  Counsel. 


mi 


Class  Agent  Michael  Blanchard  email: 
michael.  blanchard@bingham.  com 

Angela  Nunez  and  Luke 
Guthrie  celebrated  the 
second  birthday  of  their 
son,  Mateo,  who  was  born 
on  February  17,  2006. 
Angela  is  a  legal  recruiter 
with  Continuum  Legal  in 
Washington,  DC. 


Class  Agent  Darlene  Massery  email: 
darlenemassery@hotmail.  com 

10th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  18,  2008 

Laura  A.  Bellotti  has 

become  a  member  of 
the  law  firm  Pullman  & 
Comley,  LLC,  located  in 
Hartford.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  property  valuation 
department  where  she 
practices  in  the  area  of 
ad  valorem  personal  and  real  property  tax 
appeals  and  eminent  domain  proceedings. 
She  represents  property  owners  and  lessees 
seeking  equitable  assessments  of  their  prop- 
erty interests  in  municipalities  throughout 
Connecticut.  Her  practice  also  involves 
pursuing  just  compensation  for  individuals 
and  entities  whose  property  is  taken  in 
condemnation. 


Kevin  J.  Claffey  has  been  elected  as  a 
Board  Member  to  the  Hampden  County  (MA) 
Bar  Association. 

Michael  Richard  has  been  blessed  with  the 
birth  of  a  second  daughter,  Abigail  Mattingly 
Richard,  born  June  6,  2007.  He  has  also  com- 
pleted his  Certificate  of  Advanced  Graduate 
Studies  from  Westfield  State  College  and  has 
started  a  new  job  as  the  Assistant  Principal  at 
Belchertown  High  School  in  Belchertown,  MA. 
In  the  past,  Michael  has  also  brought  his  class 
to  the  School  of  Law  to  put  on  a  mock  trial. 

Charles  VanDerMiller  has  been  appointed 
Associate  Counsel  at  US  Investment  Services. 
LLC,  in  Falls  Church,  VA. 


MS 


Class  Agent  Rebecca  Proakis  email: 
rproakis@nage.org 

Gina  M.  Barry  has  been 
named  Partner  in  the  law 
firm  of  Bacon  Wilson,  PC. 
where  she  is  a  member  of 
the  Estate  Planning/Elder 
Law  Department  whose 
practice  includes  elder  law 
and  estate  planning  issues, 
including  pet  estate  planning. 


2000 


Class  Agents  Jim  Winston  email: 
jameswinstonlaw.com 
Arose  Nielsen  email: 
arosenielsen@verizon.  net 

Pamela  Chestek  has  accepted  a  new  position 
at  Progress  Software  Corporation  in  Bedford, 
MA,  where  she  is  Senior  Counsel  for  Intellec- 
tual Property. 

Marie  C.  Kuban  has  moved  back  to  Ohio, 
where  she  grew  up,  and  started  a  new  job  at 
the  law  firm  of  Ulmer  and  Berne,  LLP,  in  their 
Cleveland  office. 

David  Somers  II  has  been  promoted  to  Direc- 
tor of  Regulatory  Services  for  LIMRA  Interna- 
tional, located  in  Somers,  CT. 

Steven  Trostle  has  left  the  Office  of  the  State 
Prosecutor  and  has  started  The  Fairness  Firm, 
Inc.  in  Joppa,  MD. 

James  B.  Winston 

announces  the  opening 
of  his  law  office  in 
Northampton,  MA,  where  he 
will  specialize  in  the  areas  of 
family  law,  employment  law, 
and  social  security  appeals 
(SSI  and  SSDI  cases).  Prior 


Where  are 
they  now? 


Sunila  Thomas-George  95 

Lexington,  MA 
Commissioner 
Massachusetts  Commission 
Against  Discrimination 


Massachusetts  Governor  Deval  Patrick  recently 
appointed  Sunila  Thomas-George  '95  to  the  position  of 
Commissioner  at  the  Massachusetts  Commission  Against 
Discrimination  (MCAD).The  Commission  is  an  administra- 
tive agency  that  investigates  and  prosecutes  claims  of 
discrimination  in  employment,  education,  credit,  housing, 
and  places  of  public  accommodation.  She  is  one  of  three 
Commissioners  for  the  Commonwealth. 

Describe  your  role  at  the  Commission. 

"We  are  the  premiere  civil  rights  agency  for  the  Common- 
wealth. My  current  position  is  an  administrative  role  but  in 
my  past  10  years  with  the  Commission  I  have  been  Commis- 
sion Counsel,  Supervising  Attorney,  and  Acting  Chief  of 
Enforcement. 

"During  a  typical  day,  I  am  always  reviewing  recommenda- 
tions on  investigations  on  whether  or  not  probable  cause 
exists.  I  oversee  the  intake  process  to  make  sure  discrimina- 
tion complaints  are  coming  in  and  being  thoroughly  and  effi- 
ciently filed.  I  also  may  conciliate  a  case  to  see  if  it  resolved 
through  mediation  or  I  could  conduct  a  public  hearing." 

How  did  you  begin  your  career  working  for  the 
Commission? 

"I  was  selected  to  participate  in  the  Anti-Discrimination  Clinic 
for  one  semester  in  my  last  year  of  law  school  and  I  met  the 
staff  of  the  Springfield  office  of  the  Commission.  I  argued  a 
motion  in  front  of  the  Deputy  General  Counsel  of  the  Spring- 
field office  and  he  took  note  of  that.  A  few  years  later,  he 
informed  me  of  a  job  coming  open  in  the  office  and  encour- 
aged me  to  apply." 

How  did  your  participation  in  the  Clinic  influence 
your  career? 

"It  was  the  most  important  thing  I  did  in  law  school.  The 
Clinic  was  my  introduction  to  employment  discrimination  and 
MCAD.  I  couldn't  be  happier  with  the  10  years  I  have  spent  at 
the  Commission  so  far." 
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Heard  AroundCampus 

Excerpts  from  Recent  Speeches  on  Campus 


"One 
of  the  things  that 
really  unites  entrepreneurs, 
no  matter  where  they  are,  what 
gender,  where  they  come  from 
in  the  world,  is  their  ability 
to  absorb  risk." 

Dr.  Fran  Harris,  former  WNBA  player, 
entrepreneur,  and  inspirational 
speaker,  during  her  presentation 
during  the  Law  and  Business 
Center  Speaker  Series  on 
November  13.  2007. 


to  opening  his  law  office.  Attorney  Winston  served 
as  a  Law  Clerk  for  the  Massachusetts  Probate  and 
Family  Court.  He  is  licensed  in  both  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut,  is  admitted  in  the  U.S.  District 
Court  of  Massachusetts,  as  well  as  the  U.S.  District 
Court  of  Connecticut.  Also,  he  is  admitted  to  the  U.S. 
Court  of  Appeals  for  the  First  Circuit,  as  well  as  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court.  Attorney  Winston  has  also  com- 
pleted mediation  training  and  has  since  served  as  a 
Conciliator  with  both  the  Hampshire  and  Hampden 
County  (MA)  Probate  and  Family  Courts. 
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Class  Agents  Jenny  Desch  email: 
Jenny.  desch@yorkcountygo  v.  com 
Jennifer  Zalnasky  email: 
jkzesq@comcast.net 

Michael  R.  Kennedy  had  his 

article  entitled  "Deferred  Com- 
pensation And  The  Final  Regu- 
lations" published  in  the  fall 
2007  issue  of  The  Practical 
Tax  Lawyer.  Michael  has 
recently  accepted  a  new  posi- 
tion as  General  Counsel  for  Investors  Trust  located  in 
Miami.  Michael,  and  his  wife,  Tamara  Dudar,  along 
with  their  five-year-  old  son  Alexander,  will  be  relocat- 
ing to  Miami  from  their  current  home  in  Tecumseh. 
Ontario,  Canada. 


mi 


Class  Agents  Lori  Leavitt  email:  legallylori@aol.com 

Katherine  F.  Fletcher  has  joined  the  law  firm  Mayo 
Crowe.  LLC,  located  in  Hartford,  where  she  will  focus 
her  practice  on  all  aspects  of  commercial  real  estate. 

Sonja  J.  Hayes  has  accepted  the  position  of  Associ- 
ate Director  of  Career  Development  at  Stetson 
University  College  of  Law  located  in  Tampa. 


Sara  A.  Taylor  had  been  named 
President-Elect  of  The  Real  Estate 
Exchange  for  2008  and  will  become 
President  in  2009.  Sara  is  an  Asso- 
ciate in  the  Hartford  office  of  Murtha 
Cullina,  LLP. 


Class  Agents  Karen  Romano  email: 
karen161@msn.com 

Richard  Gray  email:  rlgray9@hotmail.com 
Jennifer  Cunningham  email: 
jbcunning@comcast.  net 

FIFTH  CLASS  REUNION 

October  18.  2008 


Jeremie  A.  Arthur  has  a  new  position  with  Pratt  & 
Whitney  Legal  Services  Division  where  he  will  focus 
on  government  contracts,  intellectual  property,  and 
data  rights. 

Kevin  Kerwin  married  Meghan  McNamara  on  October 
8,  2006,  and  has  accepted  the  position  as  Associate 
Director  of  Government  Relations  for  the  New  York 
State  Bar  Association. 

Ellen  Kryger  was  hired  by  Windham  County  State's 
Attorney  Dan  Davis  '82  to  head  the  Domestic  Vio- 
lence Unit  in  Brattleboro,  VT. 

Aimee  Griffin  Munnings,  Director  of  the  Law  and 

Business  Center  for  Advancing  Entrepreneurship,  was 
named  Western  Mass  Business  Woman  Magazine's 
Business  Woman  of  Distinction  and  one  of  the  up- 
and-coming  attorneys  of  the  year  by  Mass  Lawyers 
Weekly.  She  was  also  appointed  to  the  Literacy  Cabi- 
net of  the  Regional  Employment  Board.  In  July, 
Munnings  was  appointed  to  the  National  Bar  Associa- 
tion, Women's  Law  Division,  Board  of  Directors,  and 
Vice  Chair  of  the  National  Bar  Association,  Small  Busi- 
ness Division.  Ms.  Munnings  presented  "A  Women's 
Partnership:  Increasing  Capacity  through  Collabora- 
tion" to  the  Affiliated  Chambers  of  Commerce  of 
Greater  Springfield.  She  also  presented  "Legal  Issues 
in  Entrepreneurship"  to  the  Quabog  Valley  Community 
Development  Corporation,  and  "Disability  Law  Issues, 
Lupus  Seminar  for  African  American  Women"  to  Get 
In  Gears,  Inc. 

Nancy  Ramos  participated  in  a  panel  at  the  Third 
Annual  Latina  Leadership  Conference  organized  by 
Girl  Scouts  of  the  Pioneer  Valley,  held  at  Bath  Path 
College,  where  she  spoke  about  how  she  balanced 
school  with  being  a  teenaged  mother. 

Karen  Romano  has  accepted  the  position  of  Assis- 
tant Director  of  Law  Admissions  at  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law. 

Jaime  F.  Soter  has  been  promoted  to  Assistant  Vice 
President  of  Contract  and  Funding  Operations  with  Cen- 
ter Capital  Corporation,  a  Webster  Financial  Company. 
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Class  Agent  Linda  Fakhoury  email: 
fakhouryla  w@aol.  com 

Wendy  J.  Borawski  passed  the  Connecticut  Bar 
exam  and  is  currently  working  as  an  Associate  in  the 
Construction  and  Surety  Group  of  the  law  firm  of 
Halloran  &  Sage,  LLP,  in  Hartford. 

Karen  Eaton  has  been  admitted  to  the  U.S.  District 
Court  of  Massachusetts  and  is  an  Associate  in  the 
law  firm  of  Martinelli,  Discenza  &  Hannifan  PC. 
located  in  Longmeadow,  MA.  where  she  focuses  in 
the  areas  of  estate  planning,  estate  administration, 
business  law,  and  real  estate. 

Linda  Fakhoury  has  been  promoted  to  Senior  Assis- 
tant County  Attorney  for  Dutchess  County,  NY. 

Christopher  Girard  is  working  in  the  trial  and  appel- 
late section  in  the  Litigation  Department  of  Robinson 
&  Cole.  LLP.  located  in  Hartford,  practicing  in  the 
area  of  business  litigation.  He  has  two  children, 
Joey  and  Lily. 


38  ♦      www.low.wnec  edu 


PERSPECTIVES 


We  are  always  interested  in  hearing  from  you.  If  you  have  news  of  career  advancement  or  change,  professional  accomplishments 
or  activities,  marriages,  births,  changes  in  address,  or  any  other  news,  please  share  it  with  us. 


Dihanne  Perez  Guilbert  owns  a  solo  practice  in  Ardmore, 
AL,  is  admitted  to  the  Tennessee  and  Alabama  State  Bars, 
is  a  member  of  the  Alabama  State  Bar  Association,  the 
Pulaski  Bar  Association,  the  Ardmore  Chamber  ot 
Commerce,  the  Civitan  Club,  and  the  Veterans  Group  of 
Ardmore.  She  is  married  to  Matthew  Guilbert,  who  works 
for  Aviagen  Inc.,  and  they  have  two  children;  Rachael, 
16  years  old,  and  Angelina,  three  years  old. 

Craig  Allen  Hoffman  is  currently  an  Associate  at  the  law 
firm  of  Sal  Indomenico  &  Associates,  P.C.,  located  in 
Chicago,  where  he  focuses  his  practice  in  personal 
injury/medical  malpractice  and  does  extensive  trial  work. 

V.  Van  Johnson  III  welcomed  a  baby  boy  named  V.  Van 
Johnson  IV  to  their  family.  He  joins  older  sister,  Allyson. 

Kevin  Kelley  has  his  solo  law  practice  in  Sturbridge,  MA, 
where  he  focuses  on  juvenile  law  matters.  He  is  also  an 
Emergency  Medical  Services  consultant  and  an  adjunct 
faculty  member  at  Greenfield  Community  College. 

Amie  M.  Kingman  and  Jennifer  L.  Mancini  started  their 
own  general  practice  law  firm  in  East  Granby,  CT,  in  Janu- 
ary 2006  where  they  focus  primarily  on  real  estate,  family 
law,  summary  process,  probate,  and  small  business  start- 
up or  acquisition.  Both  have  passed  the  Connecticut  State 
Bar  exam. 

Michael  Leedberg  has  passed  both  state  bars  for  Con- 
necticut and  Massachusetts.  He  is  currently  employed  in 
the  firm  of  Pierce,  Davis  &  Perritano  located  in  Boston 
where  he  specialized  in  insurance  defense  litigation. 

Dana  Nadeau  has  passed  the  Massachusetts  Bar  and  works 
as  a  solo  practitioner  in  Wilbraham,  MA. 

Cheryl  Novak  was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  Bar  in  2004 
and  is  currently  an  Associate  at  Bingham  McCutchen,  LLP 
in  Hartford,  where  she  focuses  her  practice  in  the  area  on 
finance,  concentrating  in  commercial  real  estate  transac- 
tions, lending,  purchases,  and  sales.  She  has  worked  on  and 
closed  transactions  and  sales  over  $40  million.  She  is  mar- 
ried with  two  daughters  in  the  seventh  and  ninth  grades. 

Jennifer  Rymarski  has  passed  the  state  bar  exams  and  the 
U.S.  District  Court  for  both  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut. 

Pamela  Secrest  is  currently  an  Associate  at  the  law  firm  of 
Furr,  Hensham  &  Ohanesian  located  in  Myrtle  Beach,  SC, 
where  she  focuses  in  the  areas  of  medical  malpractice, 
medical-legal  law,  negligence,  and  products  liability.  Pamela 
was  admitted  to  the  South  Carolina  Bar  in  2005.  The  day 
after  she  received  her  bar  results  she  helped  mediate  a  case 
that  settled  for  $2.4  million  in  her  client's  favor.  Her  son, 
Justin  Tapp,  is  attending  the  Charleston  School  of  Law. 

Lori  Speranzo  passed  the  Massachusetts  Bar  in  2004  and 
works  as  Counsel  for  the  Department  of  Revenue  in  the 
Child  Support  Enforcement  Division. 

Marc  Strange  serves  as  a  District  Tax  Attorney  for  the 
Department  of  Taxation  and  Finance  in  Albany,  NY.  He 
works  on  sales  and  excise  tax  in  counsel's  office  writing 
and  reviewing  legislation,  writing  advice  letters  to  taxpay- 
ers, reviewing  departmental  publications,  and  providing 
advice  to  others  within  the  agency. 

Anita  Weeks  passed  the  Connecticut  Bar  in  February 
2005  and  is  currently  working  for  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
Department  of  Labor,  as  an  Appeals  Referee.  She  has  a 
son,  Jack  Dale  Weeks,  born  December  27,  2004. 


Stephanie  Woods  passed  both  state  bar  exams  for  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut  and  has  opened  her  own  practice 
in  Holyoke,  MA.  She  is  also  a  Hampden  County  Bar  Advo- 
cate where  she  does  criminal  defense  work,  and  she  is 
certified  to  handle  care  and  protection  cases. 
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Class  Agents  Sara  Micflikier  email: 

saramicflikier@hotmail.  com 

Kelley  Cooper  Miller  email:  kellycooper@yahoo.com 

Ryan  C.  McKeen  has  launched  www.aconnecticutlaw- 
blog.com  which  is  dedicated  to  the  discussion  of  legal 
issues  in  Connecticut. 


Albert  and  Emily  Petren 

announce  the  birth  of  their  first 
child,  Madeline  Christine  Petren, 
born  August  4,  2007,  and  they 
reside  in  South  Carolina. 


Charlene  Spencer  is  currently  working  for  the  State  of 
Connecticut  in  the  Attorney  General's  office  as  Assistant 
Attorney  General. 

Laurie  Lawlor  Schwartz  has  joined  the  firm  of  Hawkins. 
Delafield  &  Wood,  located  in  New  York  City,  as  Bond 
Counsel.  Laurie  was  married  on  September  2,  2007. 

Jodie  Thresher  has  passed  both  state  bar  exams  for 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky  and  is  working  as  a  Bankruptcy 
Associate  Attorney  at  Clark  &  Washington,  PC.  located 
in  Nashville. 

Kelly  A.  Trahan  has  joined  Edwards,  Angell  Palmer  &  Dodge, 
LLP,  as  an  Associate  in  the  Hartford  office  where  she  focuses 
her  practice  in  the  areas  of  commercial  real  estate  and  nat- 
ural assets,  as  well  as  leasing,  acquisitions  and  sales. 
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Class  Agent  Julia  Lentini  email:  juliaklentini@gmail.com 

Jesse  Adams  has  been  elected  to  the  position  of  Trustee 
of  the  Forbes  Library  in  Northampton,  MA. 

Ralen  X.  Gao  is  currently  working  as  a  Program  Analyst 
in  the  Aircraft  and  Airport  Rules  Division  of  FAA  Aviation 
Safety  in  Washington,  DC. 

Thomas  C.  Moran  has  passed  the  Massachusetts  Bar 
exam  and  has  joined  the  Westtield  office  of  Dunn  & 
Phillips,  PC. 

David  McGuire  has  accepted  a  position  with  the  ACLU 
of  Connecticut  located  in  Hartford. 

Heather  Orkney  is  currently  an  Associate  at  the  Hay  Law 
Firm  located  in  Tacoma,  WA,  where  she  focuses  on  real 
estate,  consumer  protection,  family  law,  trusts  and  estates, 
and  personal  injury. 

Brandon  A.  Parrelli  has  passed  the  Massachusetts  Bar 
exam  and  has  joined  the  Westtield  office  of  Dunn  & 
Phillips,  P.C. 

Robert  A.  Schmidt  has  been  elected  Secretary  of  the 
Hampden  County  (MA)  Bar  Association. 


Ian  Silverman  has  recently  accepted  a  position  as  Assis- 
tant District  Attorney  with  the  Rensselaer  County  District 
Attorney's  Office  in  Troy,  NY. 

Leonard  Wan  is  currently  working  at  Research  in  Motion 
as  a  Contracts  Specialist,  located  in  Ontario,  Canada. 


2BB7 


Class  Agents  Kelly  Koch  email:  kellykoch32@gmail.com 
Stephanie  Schlatter  email:  sschlatter@hotmail.com 

Jesmin  K.  Basanti  is  currently  working  as  a  Staff  Attorney 
with  the  Connecticut  Business  and  Industry  Association 
(CBIA)  in  Hartford. 

Michael  T.  Cupoli  III  has  accepted  the  position  of  Deputy 
District  Attorney  for  Pershing  County,  NV. 

Jeffrey  Lindequist  is  currently  working  with  the  Law  Office 
of  Michael  D.  Parker  located  in  Springfield. 

Mindy  S.  Tompkins  has  accepted  a  position  at  the  law  firm 
of  Reid  and  Riege,  P.C,  located  in  Hartford. 


IN  MEM0RIAM 


The  magazine  has  received  notice  of  the  deaths  of 
the  following  members  of  the  School  of  Law  family. 

Rosemary  J.  Cooper  '88  passed  away  January 
22,  2008.  She  is  survived  by  her  son,  Donald 
R.  Cooper  of  Agawam,  MA;  her  brother,  Robert 
E.  Wheeler  of  East  Longmeadow,  MA;  and  two 
sisters,  Mildred  Douville  of  East  Longmeadow, 
MA,  and  Sharon  Lachtara  of  Westtield,  MA. 

Angelica  Darasz-Keiley  '82  passed  away 
November  2,  2007.  She  leaves  her  husband, 
Dr.  David  Kelley  of  West  Springfield,  MA;  and 
two  sons,  Robert  S.  Kelley  and  Joseph  C.  Kelley. 

Ilya  "Amy"  Hoffman  '93  passed  away  Septem- 
ber 16,  2007.  Ilya  is  survived  by  her  mother, 
Sheila  Hoffman;  her  husband,  Eric  Olsson;  her 
son,  Addison;  and  her  brothers,  Andrew  and 
America  Hoffman. 

Shirley  Mae  Linderman  '87  passed  away 
November  24,  2007.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  Leslie  O.  Linderman,  of  Saco,  ME; 
one  son,  John  W.  Gordon;  and  three  stepchil- 
dren, Priscilla  Bulleman,  Grace  Grover,  and 
Leslie  Linderman  Jr.,  all  of  FL. 

John  R.  Moseley  '40  died  October  30,  2007.  He 
is  survived  by  his  sister,  Rita  M.  Grove  of  West- 
erville,  OH. 

Stephen  E.  Paul,  M.D.'04  passed  away  Decem- 
ber 14,  2007.  He  leaves  his  wife,  Mary  Beth:  and 
five  children,  Savannah,  Chandler,  Colby.  Peter, 
and  Sarah.  He  is  also  survived  by  a  brother, 
David,  of  Westminster,  CO. 
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LAW  Alumni 

BENEFITS  AND  SERVICES 


As  an  alumnus/a  of  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law, 
the  following  benefits  and  services  are  available  to  you: 
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The  Alumni  Healthful 
Living  Center  (AHLC) 

Law  alumni  are  welcome  to  use 
the  world-class  facilities  of  the 
AHLC  free  of  charge.  Popular 
amenities  include  the  fitness 
center,  pool,  and  track.  For 
details,  call  413-782-1518. 

Alumni  Association  ID  Card 
The  Alumni  Association  ID  allows 
alumni  to  use  the  resources  on  cam 
pus  including  the  Law  Library  and  the 
Alumni  Healthful  Living  Center.  For 
details,  call  413-782-1311  or  email 
cthompson@law.wnec.edu 


Alumni  Finder  and  Alumni  Website 

Use  our  website  to  receive  news  from  the  School,  access  library  resources, 
or  find  other  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  alums  through 
our  "Alumni  Finder"  feature.  Visit  www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 

Continuing  Legal  Education  Programs 
Our  highly  successful  CLE  programs  have  covered  topics  ranging  from 
probating  an  estate  to  trying  OUI  cases.  All  alums  get  a  discounted  rate 
of  $80.  For  details,  visit  www.law.wnec.edu. 


Career  Services 

Alumni  seeking  career  advice  or  offering  employment  can  take  advantage  of  the 
services  of  the  Office  of  Career  Services.  The  office  assists  with  resume  writing, 
employment  correspondence,  interviewing  preparation,  career  decision  making, 
and  job  search  strategy.  Through  the  online  Intercollegiate  Job  Bank,  alums 
have  access  to  job  listings  from  law  schools  across  the  country.  The  office  can 
also  coordinate  reciprocity  with  over  50  law  schools.  Contact  them  at 
jobpost@law.wnec.edu  or  413-782-1416. 

Networking  with  Other  Alums 

Networking  opportunities  for  alumni  include  the  Alumni  receptions  hosted  by 
the  School  of  Law  at  various  locations  around  the  country,  reunions,  and  the 
Dinner  for  Students  and  Alumni  of  Color. 

The  Law  Alumni  Association  is  branching  out  and  would  like  your  support 
revitalizing  our  alumni  chapters.  We  are  currently  forming  chapters  in  Wash- 
ington. DC:  Boston:  and  Hartford.  To  participate,  please  contact  the  Office  of 
Law  Alumni  Relations  at  413-782-1311. 


Alumni 
Publications 
Alumni  of  the  School 
of  Law  receive  the 
full-color  Perspectives 
magazine  twice  a  year 
and  the  newsletter  Law 
School  Digest  three 
times  a  year. 


Western  New  England 
Law  Review 

Alumni  Subscription  $17.00 
Non-Alums  $25.00 


Please  enclose  payment  with 
your  order. 

SEND  REQUESTS  TO: 
WESTERN  NEW  ENGLAND 
LAW  REVIEW 

1215  Wilbraham  Road 
Springfield  MA  01119-2684 

or  call  413-782-1463 


J.D.  Course  Auditing  J.D.  courses 
in  the  School  of  Law  may  be  audited 
on  a  space-available  basis  with  the 
permission  of  the  Associate  Dean  for 
Academic  Affairs  by  an  alumnus/a  who 
has  completed  the  J.D.  degree  at 
Western  New  England  College  School 
of  Law.  Call  413-782-1402  or  visit 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 

Transcript  Requests  Law  transcripts 
are  issued  by  the  Student  Records 
Office  at  the  School  of  Law.  For  more 
information,  call  the  Student  Records 
Office  at  413-782-1401  or  fax  your 
request  to  413-796-2067 

Replacing  a  Diploma  If  your 
diploma  is  lost  or  damaged,  you  can 
replace  it  by  calling  Student  Administra- 
tive Services  at  800-325-1122  ext. 
2080.  (A  $30  service  fee  is  required.) 

The  College  Bookstore  There's  no 
better  way  to  proudly  display  your  law 
school  connection  than  with  a  shirt  or 
memento  from  the  College  Bookstore. 
For  more  information,  call  413-782- 
1284  or  visit  www.wnec.bkstr.com 

Insurance  Discounts  As  a  graduate 
of  Western  New  England  College,  you 
may  qualify  for  a  special  group  discount 
on  your  auto,  home,  and  renter's  insur- 
ance. For  details,  call  413-782-1311  or 
visit  www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 

Alumni  Affinity  Credit  Card 
The  College  offers  enrollment  in  an 
affinity  credit  card.  For  every  purchase 
you  make  with  the  card  a  percentage 
will  be  donated  to  the  College.  For 
details  call  the  Office  of  Law  Alumni 
Relations  at  413-782-1311. 


School  of  Law  Library 

Free  access  to  western  Massachusetts' 
only  academic  law  library  is  an  out- 
standing alumni  resource.  For  hours  or 
information,  call  413-782-1457  or  visit 
the  School  of  Law  website  at 
www.law.wnec.edu/library 


D  Amour  Library  The  D'Amour 
Library  serves  as  a  valuable  resource 
to  alumni  undertaking  professional 
research  or  expanding  their  personal 
reading  enjoyment.  Alumni  I  D.  card 
required  Call  413-782-1535  or  visit 
http://libraries.wnec.edu 


Learn  more  about  alumni  benefits  at: 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 


The  Office  of  Law  Alumni  Relations  serves  as  a  resource  to  our  members,  committees, 
and  regional  chapters.  Feel  tree  to  contact  Carol  Thompson  at  413-782-1311  with 
questions  about  benefits,  events,  or  volunteer  opportunities. 
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PERSPECTIVES 


THE  LLM.  IN  ESTATE 
PLANNING  AND  ELDER  LAW 


SPRING  2008 


OFFERING  ALL 
CLASSES  LIVE  AND 
COMPLETELY  ON-LINE, 
ON-CAMPUS,  OR  A 
COMBINATION  OF  BOTH 


Part-time  evening  program 
for  working  attorneys 

Enroll  in  October  or  January 

24-credit  hours  program- 
can  be  completed  in  two  years 

Only  estate  planning  and  elder  law  LL.M. 
program  offered  in  New  England  and  one 
of  only  three  in  the  country 


ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS 
for  FALL  2008 


For  more  information,  contact 
Professor  Frederick  D.  Royal,  Program  Director,  at 

800-782-6665  •  413-782-1422 

www.law.wnec.edu/prospective/llm 


PERSPECTIVES 


ALUMNI  MAGAZINE 


Perspectives  is  a  publication  of  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law. 

ARTHUR  R.  GAUDI0 

Dean  and  PtoftSSOr  of  Law 

8AM  STONEHELD 

Associate  Dean  for  External  Affairs 
and  Professor  of  Law 


BARBARA  CAMPANELLA 

Vice  President  for  Marketing 
and  External  Affairs 

JOANNE  0  NEIL 

Law  Development  Manager 

MARY  MCLEAN  0RSZULAK 

Editor 

MICHAEL  DONNELLY 
PATRICIA  GAGN0N 
MARY  MCLEAN  0RSZULAK 
BRENDAN  PAYNE 
DAVID  STAWASZ 

VARIOUS  FACULTY/STUDENT  CONTRIBUTORS 

Writers 

BARBARA  CAMPANELLA 
DEBORAH  PORTER  SAV0IE 

Editing 

BRENDAN  PAYNE 

Proofreading 

CAROL  THOMPSON 

Alumni  Notes  Editor  and 
Faculty  Notes  Editor 

DEBORAH  CHAPPELL 

Creative  Director 

LENARD  DESIGN  GROUP 

Design  &  Production 

BASSETTE  PRINTERS 

Printing 

PAUL  SCHNAITTACHER 

Principal  Photography 

ADDITIONAL  PHOTO  CREDITS 

Marty  Katz  Photography 
Broohlandville,  MD 
Cover  Story 


A  new  era  of  excellence  in  legal  education  is  emerging  at  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law.  The  $5.5  million  expansion 
and  renovation  of  the  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center  is  underway! 
You  can  be  a  part  of  this  bold  new  chapter  in  our  history. 


Your  gift  of  $1,000  or  more  will  help  fund  this 
important  project  and  your  name  will  be  placed 
on  the  new  Donor  Recognition  Wall. 


Please  consider  making  a  gift  today.  To  make  a  gift  in  your  own  name  or  to  honor  or  memorialize  someone  else, 
contact  JoAnne  O'Neil  at  413-782-1523  or  emailjroneil@law.vvTiec.edu. 


Western  New  England  College  is  commuted  to  the  principle  of  equal  opportunity  in  education  and  employment  The  College  does  not  discriminate  on 
the  basis  of  sex.  race,  color,  creed,  national  origin,  age.  religion,  sexual  onentalion.  gender  identity,  gender  expression,  veteran  status,  or  disability  in 
admission  to,  access  to.  treatment  in.  or  employment  in  its  programs  and  activities.  The  following  person  has  been  designated  to  handle  inquiries 
regarding  the  nondiscrimination  policies  Executive  Director  of  Human  Resources.  Western  New  England  College,  1215  Wilbraham  Road.  Springfield. 
MA  01119-2684  Inquiries  concerning  the  application  of  nondiscrimination  policies  may  also  be  referred  to  the  Regional  Director.  Office  for  Civil 
Rights.  U.S.  Department  of  Education.  J  VV  McCormack  PO  C  H  .  Room  222.  Boston.  MA  02109-4557. 


MAY  2008 

17     Commencement,  9:30  a.m. 
Springfield  Symphony  Hall 

21  Dial-A-Lawyer 


JUNE  2008 

5      Law  and  Business  Center  for 
Entrepreneurship  Extreme 
Business  Makeover 
10:00  a.m.  &  12:00  noon 
BankNorth  Community  Room 
1441  Main  Street,  Springfield 


WESTERN 
NEW  ENGLAND 
COLLEGE 

School  of  Law 

Office  of  Law  Alumni  Relations 

1215  Wilbraham  Road 
Springfield,  MA  01 1 19-2684 

Change  Service  Requested 


5      Plan  for  the  Worst,  Hope 
for  the  Best — Maximize 
Your  Assets  Workshop 
6:00-8:30  p.m.  (registration 
5:30  p.m.  Sleith  Hall) 


JULY  2008 

13     Boston  Red  Sox  vs. 
Baltimore  Orioles 

AUGUST2008 

2      Boston  Red  Sox  vs.  Oakland  As 


SEPTEMBER  2008 

1 1  Law  Alumni  Association  Golf 
Tournament,  The  Ranch  Golf 
Club,  Southwick,  MA 

16     School  of  Law  Dedication 

23     Boston  Red  Sox  vs. 
Cleveland  Indians 


OCTOBER  2008 

1 7  Law  and  Business  Center  for 
Advancing  Entrepreneurship 
Academic  Conference  2008, 
School  of  Law 

18  Reunion  2008  (3's  and  8's) 
Dinner  at  6:00  p.m. 

New  Federal  Courthouse 
State  Street,  Springfield 


visit  www.law.wnec.edu 

For  more  information  visit  www.law.wnec.edu/alumni 
or  call  Carol  Thompson  at  41 3-782-1 31 1 . 
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